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BIOGRAPHY. 


From the Vermont Adviser. 


THE LIFE OF MRe- EDWARD 
HERRICK. 


In the history of one, whose 
days were finished just as he had 
completed his academical stud- 
ies, we are not to expect inci- 
dents of a much diversified, or a 
splendid character. The life of 
the subject of the following me- 
moir was too short to excite the 
admiration of mankind, and too 
circumscribeg in its sphere to 
claim their gratitude. But it was 
long enough to procure the love 
and esteem of all who knew 
him; to illustrate the divinely 
amiable character of the religion 
of the Gospel; and to secure an 
interest, as is firmly believed, in 
the resurrection of the just. 
True piety is ever lovely; for 
it controls the passions, enlight- 
ens the understanding, purifies 
and strengthens the humane af- 
fections, and brings the heart in- 
to subjection to the government 
of God. But in youth it possesses 
neculiar loveliness and furnish- 
es the brightest evidences of its 
reality. In this land of darkness, 
emphatically styled ‘a vale of 
tears,’ex perience must sooner or 
later convince us of the fallacy of 
all human prospects; the heart 
often sickens at the follies and 
vices of mankind; and a con- 
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viction of the vanity and treach- 
ery of the world may direct our 
views beyond its vain expecta- 
tions to the pursuit of unsullied 
and substantial bliss. Or the 
world-worn sinner, frustrated in 
his hopes and exertions, and aw- 
ed by the disapprobation and neg- 
lect of the virtuous, May assume, 
from unhallowed motives, a 
character not his own, and pro- 
fess a venefation for religion, 
while. in his heart he quarrels 


with its doctrines and hates its. 


Author. 

In the season of youth, such 
considerations can have little in- 
fluence. Experience has not yet 
taught the fraudful character of 
the world. Ardent and unsuys- 
pecting, full of hope and buoyed 
by expectation, we engage in our 
pursuits with an avidity which 
fears no abatement, and which 
calculates with certainty upon a 
successful issue. Every pros- 
pectis gilded with charms never 
to be realized; and our own sad 
disappointment, or the Almighty 
Spirit of God, has yet to learn us, 
that life is little else than a scene 
of suffering, and that religion on- 
ly yields enduring enjoyment. 

When, therefore, we see a 


, youth abs:racting himself from 


the vanities and expectations of 

the world, rejecting its pleasures, 

and disregarding its flatteries and 

frowns, we are presented with an 
25 
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exhibition of piety in its most 
amiable and lovely form, and 
with the most indubitable proof 
of its reality and influence. In 
the character of such an one, the 
Scriptures warrant us in believ- 
ing that God himself takes pe- 
culiar pleasure. . Tothe sincere 
believer, who delights in the 
contemplation of such a subject, 
the following memoir will afford 
some entertainment; and it is 
presumed that the reader, who 
is yet a stranger to the vital in- 
fluence of religion, will be con- 
strained to assent to the truth of 
it, and to acknowledge its impor- 
tance. 

Edward Herrick was born of 
pious and respectable parents in 
South Hampton, on Long Island. 
By them he was dedicated to 
God in infancy..4.As soon as he 
was capable of instruction, no 
pains were spared to ifnpress 
his mind with the great truths 
of Christianity; and evidence was 
soon furnished them that their 
exertions were not in vain. He 
was early thoughtful upon the 
concerns of religion, far beyond 
his years: And indeed it may al- 
most be said of him, as of Jere- 
miah and John the Baptist, that 
he was sanctified from the 
womb. 

He had scarcely learnt to read, 
when his Bible and other relig- 
ious bouks, instead of the amuse- 
ments common to childhood, 
became his chief sources of en- 
tertainment. For the institutions 
of the Gospel he early manifest- 
ed a profound reverence. Such 
were his views and opinions of 
the Sabbath, that, before his 
mind was capable of discrimina- 
tion, he was with difficulty per- 
suaded to attend, on this day, to 
the works of necessity: And in- 


deed he seldom engaged in them 
but with manifest reluctance. 
To the brethren of the presby- 
terian church in his native town 
he highly endeared himself. He 
adorned his profession, even in 
childhood, with a sobriety and 
uniformity of deportment, that 
are rarely surpassed by Chris- 
tians’of maturity in years. In 
ali his undertakings he was faith- 
ful and indefatigable almost to a 
proverb. He seemed, as if con- 
stantly impressed with the sol- 
emn injunction, *Whatever thy 
hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
might.’ Even while engaged in 
the elementary branches of edu- 
cation, he discovered marks of a 
mind of no ordinary character. 
His uncommon industry and pro- 
ficiency in his studies, his amia- 
bie disposition and unquestiona- 
ble piety, appeared soon to indi- 
cate that he was destined by God 
for extensive usefulness in the 
church. On this sphere of ac- 
tion his own feelings and reflec- 
tions soon fixed his attention. 
He felt an ardent desire to spend 
his days in the manner that 
would be most serviceable to his 
generation; and he_ resolved, 
with the approbation of his 
friends, to seek an education, 
and should his life be spared, to 
consecrate his talents to his Ma- 
ker in the ministry of the Gospel. 
Being the oldest child of the 
family, the death of his father, at 
this period, greatly retarded him 
in his object. But at length, 
however, in the fall of 1793, and 
in the twenty-first year of his 
age, he was admitted te the 
standing of a sophomore in Yale 
College. From this time till 
his death, the writer, who was 
both his class-mate and room- 
mate, is minutely acquainted 
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with his character. For no man 
ever had more ingenuousness in 
expressing his opinions and ex- 
ercises; and no one was ever 
less disposed, or less qualified, 
if disposed, to practise dccep- 
tion. His conipanions were soon 
convinced that his years which 
had passed, previously to their 
acquaintance with him, had not 
been spent in indolence. His 
knowledge of the classics enti- 
tled him at once to a pre-emi- 
nent standing in his class. With 
such attention had he read the 
Bible, that few passages could 
be mentioned to which he could 
not open with facility. Davies’ 
Sermons, Doddridge’s Rise and 
Progress of Religion in the Soul, 
with Young’s Night Thoughts, 
were, next tothe Bible, the com- 
panions of his devotions. With 
both the sentiments and language 
ef these writers he was intimate- 
ly acquainted; and of the latter, 
there is scarce a page, which he 
could not repeat verbatim. The 
writings of president Edwards 
he had read with great attention; 
and his knowledge of profane 
history at this early period is not 
often surpassed Ly men of any 
age or profession. But an ac- 
quaintance with his habits and 
talents leaves no room to wonder 
at his attainments. He was en- 
dowed with a pertinacity of mem- 
ory and a strength of under- 
standing that are rarely united. 
And I doubt nat but his deep 
and habitual sense of accounta- 
bility to God, and that uniform 
serenity of mind with which 
it was accompanied, greatly 
strengthened the powers of his 
intellect, and added much to the 
facility of his progress in knowl- 
edge. He estimated all human 
attainments directly as they pro- 


mote our usefulness among men 
and our acceptance with God. 
He possessed an «redent thirst 
for knowledge, becuse he long- 
ed to be asuccessful instrument, 
in the service of his Maker, in 
enlightening the minds and sav- 
ing the souls of his fellow sin- 
ners. He was not, however, 
wholly insensible to the good 
opinion of others; and he feared 
most of all, that he loved the 
praise of men too well. On 
hearing a remark repeated which 
was highly complimentary to his 
scholarship, and with which he 
perceived himself gratified, he 
smote his breast, and exclaimed 
with a most solemn emphasis, ‘O 
this cursed ambition! Of the 
corruption of his own heart he 
entertained a deep and affecting 
sense. He viewed himself as 
‘the least of all saints;? and he 
often expressed his astonish- 
ment, that God should deign to 
look with mercy upon so mis- 
erable a sinner. 

His knowledge of theology, 
as might naturally be expected 
from his talents and application, 
was uncommonly extensive and 
correct for his years and stand- 
ing. His opinions on this sub- 
ject were formed principally by 
his own reading and reflection; 
and they were such as were 
highly honorable to his judg- 
ment and to his heart. He of- 
ten expressed his wonder that 
any man of candor and discern- 
ment, who attended to the exer- 
cises of his own heart, and read 
his Bible with attention, should 
embrace any sentiments but 
what are purely evangelical. 
It is rare to find a youth of his 
years so able and strenuous an 
advocate. for the peculiar doc. 
tvines of grace. The total alien. 
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ation of the human heart from 
God; its natural and deep-root- 
ed opposition to his laws; the 
absolute necessity of a radical 
change of its temper and exer- 
cises by his regenerating and 
life-giving Spirit; unconditional 
reliance on his mercy; and a cor- 
dial acceptance of Jesus Christ 
the Great Mediator, as the only 
ground of hope and salvation, 
are doctrines which he embra- 
ced with the utmost assurance, 
These doctrines he ever defend- 
ed on all proper occasions, with 
great modesty; especially in 
controversy with those much 
oider than himself; but with un- 
shaken firmness. .But his firm 
beliefin the absolute and uni- 
versal government of God ap- 
peared to afford him profound 
consolation. ‘Wretched and 
hopeless,’ said he, ‘must have 
been the condition of this guilty 
world, had mankind been left to 
the control of their own passions 
or to the sport of chance. I re- 
joice that God has ordered all 
things respecting me from eter- 
nity.” When conversing on 
this profound, this mysterious 
subject, I have often heard kim 
express himself in the language 
of his favorite Young; ‘Here is 
firm footing; here is solid rock; 
all is sea besides.’ But with all 
his decision of opinion and ardor 
of piety, he washighly catholic. 
He was fur from being a bigot, 
oran enthusiast. Although he 
believed he wasin the right, yet 
he durst not pronounce others 
in the wrong, because they did 
not think exactly as he thought. 
He loved all those, by whatever 
name they were called, who, he 
had reason to believe, ‘loved our 
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity.’ 

tn the exercise of the duties of 


devotion, he was as uniform and 
as indefatigable, as in the pur- 
suits of science. Indeed he re- 
garded these as his first, his in- 
dispensable concern. The bus- 
iness of the day he never consid- 
ered as finished, until he had 
spent about an hour In reading 
the Bible, or some other devo- 
tional book, and in prayer. He 
was never known, during his 
collegiate life, to omit this exer- 
cise. And in one instance only 
did be fail of rising early in the 
morning, and spending a portion 
of time in the same manner, be- 
fore he entered upon the duties 
of the institution. These, how- 
ever, were not the only parts of 
the day, to which, in his opinion, 
religion had a claim. It was his 
great, his invariable object, to 
maintain a close and humble 
walk with God. Like his Di- 
vine Master, he frequently re- 
tired for the purpose of secret 
prayer: and during the portion 
of the day, devoted to classical 
studies, his mind would often ap- 
pear, for a few moments, to be 
wholly withdrawn from the 
world, and deeply engaged in 
converse with God. The Sab- 
bath was to him literally a day 
of rest. He appeared ever to 
hail its return with heart-felt 
pleasure. On this occasion his 
mind was inexpressibly solemn; 
and he seemed to spend every 
hour, as if he expected, at the 
next, to stand at the bar of God. 
Never on this day, did 1 know 
hini to forget, but in a single in- 
stance, that it was forbidden him 
to ‘speak his own words and to 
think his own thoughts.’ At a 
certain time he remarked, after 
reading a sermon, ‘1 don’t like 
the stylé-of this writer.” He was 
asked ‘if -he suffered such sub- 
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jects to occupy his mind on the 
Sabbath?’ He instantly replied, 
and with emotions of deep com- 
punction, ‘O what a wretch I 
am!” 

In the exercises of the sanctu- 
ary, he manifested a profound- 
ness of attention,anda solemnity, 
which I never before, nor since, 
witnessed. He appeared as if in- 
fluenced with an awful conviction 
of the immediate presence of thie 
all-seeing Jehovah. There was 
depicted in his countenance an 
evidence of such entire inatten- 
tion to every object around him; 
of such intenseness of solemn 
thought; of such total abstrac- 
tion from every thing but his de- 
yotions, as seldom failed to ex- 
cite the attention, and even the 
inguiries of those unacquainted 
with him. This evidence was 
not deceptive. For it was not 
often that he could name with 
certainty any one present, ex- 
cept the preacher. 

On the evening of the Lord’s 
day, his looks and conversation 
asumed, usually, an aspect of 
uncommon cheerfulness and se- 
renity. He would sometimes 
lament the lukewarmness and 
languor of his affections; but he 
much more frequently spoke of 
the satisfaction with which he 
had spent the day; of his near- 
ness of access to God; of the 
bright and ravishing views with 
which he had been favored of 
the Divine character; and of the 
condescension and mercy of Je- 
sus Christ in the work of re- 
demption. 

The time of his admission to 
college wasa period of daring 
licentiousness among the stu- 
dents. A great portion of them 
were distinguished for their 
profanity, their gambling, and 


their infidelity, and no smali 
number of them, for vices that 
need not benamed. ‘Tlic mor- 
ai character of the institution was 
suffering under a deep and an 
alarming depression. Belief in 
revelation was deemed, gener- 
ally, a mark of pusillanimity, 
and of slavish dependence in 
thinking; and a public profession 
of faith in its doctrines, and an 
engagement to walk conforma- 
bly to its precepts, as an almost 
infallible characteristic of stu- 
pidity or hypocrisy. Herrick 
found indeed few companions, 
who like himself, estimated their 
religion above every thing else. 
He manifested. a deep solicitude 
for the spiritual interests of his 
fellow students. He appeared 
to feelas Paul felt vhen he saw 
the city of Athens wholly given 
to idolatry. Constrained by an 
irresistible sense of duty, he 
soon began to raise his voice 
against the prevailing principles 
and practices. In sucha state 
of things, we might well expect 
that such an undertaking would 
have brought upon him the dis- 
pleasure of the looser part of 
his companions, and have been 
met bv an opposition next to 
persecution. But the factw a 
otherwise. He reprimanded 
the vicious with such tender 
concern for their welfare, and 
confuted the arguments of gain- 
sayers with so much humility of 
spirit, and ingenuity of under- 
standing, as could not fail to se- 
cure both their good will and res- 
pect. There was,in the whule 
deportment of this young man, 
so much unaffected and ative 
simplicity; such entire absence 
of every thing Jooking like art or 
accommodation; such a certain 
something, so irresistible in its 
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evidence of the controlling pow- 
er of religion, which, though it 
cannot be described, yet, by all 
whoknew him, must be distinctly 
recollected, as excluded from the 
mind all doubt of his integrity. 
His sincerity, in the view of no 
one who knew him well, was 
ever, itis presumed, for a mo- 
ment questioned; and the most 
unprincipled and profligate have 
been heard to remark, that could 
they feel as Herrick felt, and 
live as he lived, they should be 
willing to be Christians. The 
adoption of some measure, which 
might check the progress of li- 
centiousness, and reform the 
morals of the institution, was an 
object near to his heart. He 
early suggested an association 
of the religious and moral part 
of his companions, as a matter, 
in his view, highly expedient. 
But it was, in the opinion of 
many, who ardently wished for 
a reform, attended with so nu- 
merous, and in the opinion of 
some, with such insuperable ob- 
sections, that it met at first but 
with little encouragement. His 
belief, however, was strong in 
the success of the undertaking: 
And at length, principally 
through his arguments and im- 

ortunities, a society was form- 
ed. He lived to see his exer- 
tions rewarded far beyond his 
expectations. Many, within a 
moderate period, quitted their 
profanity and the gambling table 
and became respectable mem- 
bers of the associauion. And 
there is much reason to believe 
that his exertions, under God, 
were the means of saving sever- 
al of his fellow students trom 
temporal, and some of them 
from eternal ruin. 

Having finished the customa- 


ry course of studies and sustain- 
ed his final examination with 
great reputation, he went home 
to spend a few weeks with his 
family; with the expectation of 
meeting bis companions at com- 
mencement and receiving the 
honors of the college. But alas! 
God who orders all things, had 
otherwise determined. 

A short time after his return 
home, he was attacked with a 
nervous putrid fever, which rag- 
ed with such violence, that it 
baffied all medical exertions, and 
soon terminated his life. But 
before we consign him to the 
tomb, let us for a moment draw 
around his death-bed, and mark 
the constancy of his faith at this 
all-trying hour. He appeared 
firmly persuaded, soon after the 
attack, that death was at his door. 
But his usual composure of 
mind did not forsake him. He 
manifested no anxiety about his 
recovery. He continued strong 
in the faith; viewed the time of 
his departure approaching with 
entire resignation; and express- 
ed a desire, if it was the Divine 
pleasure, ‘to be absent from the 
body and to be present with the 
Lord.’ During the most of his 
sickness, although his reason 
was unimpaired, he seldom con- 
versed—indeed he took but lit- 
tle notice of those that were 
around him. He appeared, as 
if absorbed in solemn medita- 
tion and in communion with his 
God. Perceiving, however, not 
long before his death the solici- 
tude and sorrow of his friends, 
he addressed them notwithstand- 
ing his extreme debility with a 
very audible voice, and in words, 
as nearly as can be recollected 
at this distance of time, of the 
following import; ‘O weep not 
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for me! dry up your tears! Make 
my death a memento of your 
own mortality! O let us meet in 
heaven! Prepare! O! prepare to 
meet your God! My time is 
come—'tis the only time;—’tis 
God’s time; it must be the best 
time. Ithink 1 shall soon be in 
the bosom of my Father; and 
among the spirits of the just.’ 
Being asked whether he still 
felt a cordial reliance on the 
mercy of God and as he had al- 
ways hop.d to feel when he 
shouid come to die, he replied, 
‘O yes! O yes! [ am a great sin- 
ner; I have no merit: but I know 


his grace is sufficient for me. 
He has been a gracious God to 
me; he has never disappointed 
me; 1 think I know he never 
will; I rejoice that lamin his 
hands.’ He soon after closed his 
eyes, and it is trusted fell asleep 
in Jesus. 

Reader! whatever be thy age; 
whatever be thy character; be 
entreated seriously to contem- 
plate for one hour the life and 
the death of this excellent young 
man. And will not thy heart 
constrain thee to exclaim, ‘O 
that my last end may be like his.’ 


RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN SOUTH 
BRITAIN, A PARISH IN THE 
TOWN OF SOUTHBURY, (CON.) 


To the Editor of the Panoplist. 
Sir, 

If you shall judge the following narrative 
of a work of God, among the people of 
my charge, caleulated to promote the 
interests of religion, you are at liberty 
to insert it in your valuable Magazine. 

Yours affectionately, 
Bennet Tyrer. 


South Britain, Aug. 16, 1813. 


Tue first favorable appearances, 
which gave us reason to hope, 
that the Lord was about to visit 
us with the effusions of his Spir- 
it, were discoverable early in 
the spring of 18:2. During the 
preceding winter, it had been a 
time of unusual stupidity. The 
wise and the foolish appeared to 
be slumbering together. Meet- 
ings for religious conference 
and prayer, which, for five years 
previous, had been statedly at- 
tended, so far declined, that at 
the commencement of the win- 


ter, they were entirely discon- 
tinued. Our youth were remark- 
ably thoughtless, and im many 
instances began to be dissipated. 
Aithough the generality of the 
people paid a constant and de- 
cent attention to public worship 
on the Sabbath, yet there was 
but very little of the life and 
power of religion manifested, 
even among professors. 

Such was the state of things 
among us, till about the begin- 
ning of the month of March; 
when the minds of a few mem- 
bers of the church, in different 
parts of the society, were unu- 
sually impressed with a sense 
of our deplorable situation. 
About eight or ten picus per- 
sons, as I have since learnt, had 
very similar impressions, almost 
at the same time, each one being 
ignorant of the feelings of the 
rest. They were led deeply to 
humble themselves before God 
for their past backslidings, and 
earnesily to implore the reviy- 
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ing influences of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Shortly after this, it was pro- 
posed to the church to set apart 
a day for fasting and prayer; 
partly on account of the distres- 
sing and mortal sickness waich 
prevailed in some neighboring 
towns; but more especially, on 
account of the great stupidity 
which prevailed among our- 
selves. A day was accordingly 
appointed, and, to our great sur- 
prise, a larger congregation as- 
sembled than had been witness- 
ed for a considerable time pre- 
vious, on the Sabbath. A pray- 
er-meeting was attended in the 
forenoon, which was very sol- 
emn. A sermon was preached 
in the afternoon, and another in 
the evening, by two ministers 
who were present from abroad. 
An unusual attention and solem- 
nity, were visible throughout the 
assembly; and from that time 
forward our congregations on 
the Sabbath assumed a new as- 
pect. 

About this time, a little circle 
of Christians set up a weekly 
prayer-meeting, for the express 
purpose of supplicating the in- 
fluences ofthe Holy Spirit. This 
meeting will never be forgot- 
ten by those who attended it. 
At these seasons, there were 
special tokens of the divine 
presence, and such wrestlings in 
prayer, as are, perhaps, rarely 
realized. The joys experien- 
ced by this little circle of pray- 
ing people, were such, as a 
stranger intermeddleth not with, 
They were precious foretastes 
of joys to be realized in a better 
world. Not long after this 
prayer-meeting was set up, a 
public, weekly conference was 
also. instituted, which was 


crowded and solemn. In the 
mean time, an increasing atten- 
tiori and solemnity, were visible 
in the congregation on the Sab- 
bath. 

Such was the state of things 
among us, inthe fore part of the 
month of April; and although 
no persons were then known to 
be under special awakenings; 
yet we were led to hope, that 
the Lord had mercies*in store 
for us which he was about soon 
to bestow. Several pious per- 
sons were anxiously waiting for 
the consolation of Israel. They 
watched'with trembling hope ev- 
ery motion of the little cloud, 
which they discovered rising 
above the horizon; and they felt 
that confidence in the promises 
of God, which usually attends a 
peculiar spirit of prayer. It was 
not long before their hopes be- 
ean to be realized. Four or five 
persons, in different parts of the 
parish, were awakened to a 
sense of their sin and danger, 
and began to inquire, what they 
should do to be saved. These 
fresh tokens of the divine pres- 
ence added new courage to 
those who had been praying, 
and waiting for the blessing, and 
inspired them with sanguine ex- 
pectations, that their prayers 
were soon to be answered. But 
it was necessary that their faith 
and patience should be tried, 
that they might be the more 
fully prepared to give God 
the glory. For several weeks, 
things remained stationary. The 
cloud which had been rising, 
and which, as we had fondly 
hoped, promised a refreshing 
shower, appeared to stop. No 
new instances of conviction oc- 
curred. It wasa time of trem- 
bling anxiety and awful suspense. 
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During the month of May, how- 
ever, those, who had been first 
awakened, obtained a hope ofan 
interest in Christ; and some 
others were found to be under 
serious impressions. The mem- 
bers of the church began more 
generally to take an interest-in 
the work; for it is to be remark- 
ed, that although, previous to 
this, individuals had been Very 
much awake to the subject of 
religion, this animated attention 
had been by no means general 
inthe church. A more lervent 
spirit of prayer was poured out, 
and, in the jatter part of June, 
the rain of divine influences <e- 
scended, in every part of the 
parish, like a mighty shower. 
Great numbers were awakened, 
and through the month of July 
scarcely a day passed, which 
will not be remembered, as the 
spiritual birth-day of some one, 
or more souls, who, as we hope, 
have been born of God. As 
many as forty in the course of 
that month, obtained a hope ofa 
saving interest in the Redeemer. 

The scenes, which were at 
this time passing before us, can- 
not be described; nor can they 
be conceived of but by those, 
who have witnessed scenes ofa 
similar nature. ‘The eyes of 
God’s people sparkled with joy 
inexpressible; while in the coun- 
tenancesof sinners were depicted 
distress and horror. The things 
of eternity were now regarded 
as realities of infinite moment. 
From the gray-headed sinner to 
the child of nine years old, the 
question was daily and earnestly 
repeated, “What must I doto be 
saved?” Religion was now 
the great theme of discourse. 
In the family, in the street, in 
the field, and in the shop, it en- 

Von. IX. 


grossed almost the whole con- 
versation. The customary a- 
musements of youth were entire- 
ly laid aside, and meetings for 
prayer and praise and religious 
instruction, were substituted in 
their stead. Not a circle met 
together, however accidentally, 
but it was converted into a re- 
ligious meeting. The taverns 
were forsaken, the  ball-room 
was left desolate, and in lieu of 
the viol, were heard psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs. 

At this time, it is believed, 
the whole congregation were 
more or less impressed. Satan 
seemed to be bound for a little 
season, and all opposition was 
silenced. Opposers stood aghast. 
They beheld, and wondered, and 
like the magicians of Egypt, 
were constrained to confess, 
“This is the finger of God.’’ 
Several who had been open re- 
vilers were arrested, and like 
the persecuting Saul of Tarsus, 
were brought to espouse that 
cause, which they had attempt- 
ed to destroy. 

Religious meetings were very 
frequently attended, and _ not- 
withstanding it was the most 
busy season of the year, they 
were usually crowded. A very 
considerable congregation might 
at any time be collected upon 
the shortest notice. So great was 
the desire of people to obtain re- 
ligious instruction, that not un- 
frequently, persons have been 
seen three or four miles from 
home, at an evening conference. 
But although the attention was 
so great, there was very little 
appearance of enthusiasm. Con- 
victions, though in many instan- 
ces very deep and pungent, ap- 
peared to be rational. The ut- 
most decorum prevailed in our 
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meetings. There were no out- 
cryings; no bodily agitations; but 
a solemn, awful stillness, which 
indicated the special presence 
of God. No attempts were 
made to work upon the passions 
and imaginations of the people, 
but the naked truths of the Gos- 
pel were exhibited to their 
view, and pressed upon their 
consciences. The _ doctrines 
particularly insisted on, were 
the entire depravity of human 
nature; the necessity of a change 
of heart, by the special influen- 
ces of the Holy Spirit; justifica- 
tion by faith alone in the merits 
of a Divine Savior; and the sove- 
reignty of God, in the govern- 
ment of the world, and in the 
dispensations of his grace. 
These, together with the doc- 
trines intimately connected with 
them, appeared to be the power 
of God unto salvation. 

The work continued to pro- 
gress with great powerand rapid- 
ity, till some time in the month 
of August, when it suddenly 
abated. For a little season, 
there appeared to be a total sus- 
pensien of the special influences 
of the Spirit. After two or three 
weeks, however, the work again 
commenced, and _ progressed 
slowly till the latter part of the 
following winter, since which 
time it has gradually declined. 
At present, though we see many 
precious fruits of the revival, 
and have great occasion to re- 
joice, in what we have been per- 
mitted to witness; we have also 
cause for deep humiliation be- 
fore God, that we have grieved 
away the blessed Comforter. 

The number of those who 
have manifested a hope, that 
they have passed from death un- 
to life, since the revival com- 
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menced, is not far from eighty.* 
That all of these will hold out to 
the end, is more than we can ra- 
tionally expect; and, indeed, 
some already give us too much 
reason to fear, that they were no 
more than stony-ground hear- 
ers. But with few exceptions, 
they appear, as yet, to bring forth 
fruit meet for repentance. Fort 
eight have been added to the 
church, three more stand pro- 
pounded, and several others are 
expected soon to present them- 
selves, as candidates for admis- 
sion. 

The subjects of this work are 
ofall ages from nine years old to 
sixty. Several heads of families 
have been hopefully brought in- 
to the kingdom; in consequence 
of which, family worship is now 
maintained in many _ houses, 
where, a short time since, there 
was no altar for God. The 
largest number, however, is 
among the young. It is peculi- 
arly pleasant to witness the al- 
teration, which has taken place, 
among the rising generstion. 
Many, who eighteen months ago 
were remarkably thoughiiess, 
and some of them openly pro- 
fane and dissipated, are now sober 
and discreet in their. behavior, 
and appear to be growing fast in 
Christian knowledye and prepar- 
ing for distinguished uscfuiness 
in their day and generation. 
They have renounced the sinful 
vanities by which youthful 
minds are apt to be captivated, 
and have found from experience, 
that wiscota’s ways are ways of 
pleasantness, and that all her 
paths are peace. 

In the previous external char- 

* The whole number of souls in the 


parish, exclusive of sectarians, does not 
exceed 500, 
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acter of those who have been 
awakened and hopefully convert- 
ed, tiere was a great diversity. 
Some were persons of exempla- 
ry morals, and constant attend- 
ants on the means of grace. Oth- 
ers were immoral in their con- 
duct, deistical in their senti- 
ments, regardless of the institw- 
tions of the Gospel, and open 
revilers of the Christian relig- 
ion. But by far the greatest 
proportion, were persons, who 
in early life, had been dedicated 
to God, and who had enjoyed the 
privilege of a religious educa- 
tion. Thus while God has strik- 
ingly displayed his sovereignty, 
he hes also remembered his 
covenant, and shewn himself to 
be faithful to his promises. 

Tae exercises of those who 
give evidence of having experi- 
enced a saving change, though 
esseitially the same in all, have 
becn circumstantially very dif- 
ferent in different persons. 
There was a great difference in 
persons under conviction; both 
as to the duration and pungency 
of their convictions. Some were 
distressed for months. Others 
obtained relief in a few weeks, 
and some in a few days, after 
their firstimpressions. In many 
cases, Convictions were very 
distressing. I have seen men 
in middie life, men of great nat- 
ural fortitude, so borne down 
with a sense of guilt, that their 
burden seemed scarcely sup- 
portable. In others, though 
their convictions appeared to be 
equally genuine, they were not 
attended with that extreme dis- 
tress. In most the work of con- 
viction progressed gradually, 
though in some much more rap- 
idly, than in others. They were 
first awakened to a sense of 


their danger and excited to 
make exertions to obtain salva- 
tion. They endeavored to re- 
commend themselves to God by 
their abundant duties; but as 
they came to see more of the 
nature of the divine law, they 
found that all their services 
were radically defective; and 
that so far from procuring the 
favor of God, they became more 
and more obnoxious to his wrath. 
In this way they were led toa 
sight of the total corruption of 
their hearts; and it was not unu- 
sual for them to be troubled 
with dreadful heart-risings a- 
gainst the character and gov- 
ernment of God, and against the 
requirements and threatenings 
of his law. They found that 
the carnal mind, is, indeed, en- 
mity against God. Thus they 
were brought to see their utter- 
ly lost state by nature, and their 
entire dependence on the sove- 
reign and distinguishing mercy 
of God. While in this situation, 
their distress of mind was often 
great beyond description. But 
this was usually a prelude to joy 
and peace in believing. 

When they obtained relief, 
their views of divine things’ ap- 
peared to be entirely changed; 
though the views of some were 
much more clear than those of 
others. The character of God, 
as revealed in the Scriptures, 
against which they had felt 
great Opposition, now appeared 
amiable. They could rejoice 
that just such a being was on the 
throne of the universe, and that 
he would dispose of all things, 
even of themselves, according 
to his sovereign pleasure. This 
seemed to he the language of 
their hearts, “Here are we, 
Lord, vile, unworthy, hell-de- 
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serving sinners; do with us as 
seemeth good in thy sight; if we 
are lost, it is just what we de- 
serve; and if we are saved, 
will be all of grace, and to thy 
great name shall be given all the 
glory.” The law of God now 
appeared rgasenable in all its 
requirements, and perfectly just 
in its penalty. In the character 
and offices of Christ as a divine 
Savior, they discovered a beauty 
anda glory, of which they had 
before no conception. They 
saw him to be just such a Sa- 
vior as they needed. He was, 
therefore, precious to them, and 
regarded as the chicf among ten 
thousand and one altogether 
lovely. The Bible appeared to 
them anew book. They found 
it a rich treasury of precious in- 
struction and of the most refined 
entertainment. The doctrines 
of grace, to which they had felt 
great opposition, they cordially 
embraced. They found them 
to be the sincere milk of the 
word, which furnished them 
daily with spiritual nourishment. 
hey felt a peculiar love and 
attachment to the people of God; 
and in the dutics of religion 
they experienced a Satisfaction 
with which they were before to- 
tally unacquainted. Concerning 
the consolations of religion, they 
were ready to say, with the 
queen of Sheba when she had 
surveycd the glory of Solomon’s 
kingdom, “It was indeed a true 
report which we had heard of 
these things, but lo! the half was 
yiot told us.” 

The above is but an imper- 
fect sketch of what we have 
been permitted to witness. Tru- 
ly the Lord hath done great 
things for wus, whereof we are 
wlad, aad fo his name be ascribed 


all the glory. O! ihat men would 
praise the Lord for his goodvess, 
and for his wonderful works to 
the children of men. 


ON THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY. 
To the Editor of the Panoplist. 
Sir, 


T send you a specimen of an essay on the 
doctrine of the Trinity, by G. 4. Baum- 
garten-Crusius of Merseburg,  pub- 
lished a few years since at Berlin, in the 
German language. This essay consti- 
tutes part of a w ork, written in oppesi- 
tion to the principles of Infidels, and of 
the Unitarians of the present time in 
Germany. ‘The original is written with 
little attention to thes graces of style, and 
in many plac es too, little regard to per- 
spicuity. The sentences are very long, 
in some Cases containing more than a 
page—and, as is customary in German, 
not alittle involved. I have divided these 
long sentences occurring in the part I 
have. translated, as often as I eould do it, 
without absolutely new-modelling the 
whole phraseology of the writer, and his 
arrangement of thoughts. In some in- 
stauces, | have supplied the connecting 
words, which a disruption of the parts 
of a long sentence rendered necessary 
but in no instance have designedly added 
or omitted any thing, whieh changes the 
sentiment of the author. It is very prob- 
able, that some of your readers will find 
fault with the length of the sentences, as 
they now stand in the translation; but I 
did not dare to venture on making a fur- 
ther separation, because [ was willing, as 
much as possible, to present the puiblie 
with the original author. Besides, it costs 
more time and pains than every one is a- 
ware of, to subject the origiaal to such a 
process. 

If this specimen should excite sufficient 
interest among your readers, tomake the 
continuation of the translation desirable, 
my efforts in this way shall be under 
your direction. 

Aug. 2, 1813. 


AGatnst the doctrine of the 
‘Trinity, the acknowledgment of 
which is at present not untre- 
quent ly made a reproach to o7- 
thodox Christians and theologi- 
ans, and which ceases not to be 
assailed with every kind of wee 
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pon, many think that just objec- 
tions may be raised. The more 
important this doctrine is, the 
more particular the design of 
this essay requires us to be, in 
ihe discussion of it. That the 
readers of this treatise, however, 
may not lose the series of 
thought in it, on account of its 
length, which is necessarily con- 
siderable, I will divide it into 
several heads, and shew succes- 
sively, that the doctrine of which 
we treat is, 

I. Agreeable to the decisions 
of the Scriptures. 

Il. Zhat the belief of it is not 
contrary to reason: and 

Ill. Zhat it constitutes an im- 
frortant and essential fart of the 
Christian system. 

I. THE DOCTRINE OF A TRIN- 
ITY IN TH GODHEAD, IS 
AGREEABLE TO THE DECISIONS 
OF THE SCRIPTURES. 

Belore I produce the multi- 
tude of proofs, which make it ap- 
pear to the impartial investiga- 
tor ofthe Scriptures beyond a 
question undeniable, that they 
instruct us in the knowledge of 
a triune God, and command us 
to worship him as such, I shall 
premise afew remarks. H these 
remarks are deeply impressed 
upon the mind, and continually 
present with us during the in- 
vestigation of the question, 
Whether the doctrine of the Trin- 
tty ts a doctrine of the Scripi- 
tures; they will add greatly to the 
force of those scriptural testi- 
monies, which we are going to 
exhibit. 

My first remark is this. For 
the present, I will not contro- 
vert with any one, the .quesuon 
vespecting the origin of the sev- 
crai books,, that constitute our 
holy religious records, which we 


comprise under the name of the 
Bible,the Holy Scripture, or the 
Revelation of Ged, proviccd he 
will allow, that if any doctrine 
in its representation requires ac- 
curacy of expression, definite- 
ness, and circumspection in the 
choice of every word; these are 
never more to be expected, than 
when disclosures are made,which 
have relation to the unity of the 
Godhead. 

Were the fable credible, 
(which however according to the 
nature of things is inconceivable 
and impossible) that during the 
Babylonish captivity, all the an- 
cient sacred writings of the 
Jews were lost; and that conse- 
quently, after the captivity was 
ended, they were replaced by 
Ezra from memory, or were 
composed anew by him, or some 
other Jews who lived with him, 
or after him, and were attribut- 
ed to earlier Jewish teachers 
and writers; yet, in this case, 
it cannot be supposed, that Ez- 
ra, or his cotemporaries, or suc- 
cessors, would have incorporat- 
ed in these writings, passages, 
which would aimost unavoida- 
biy have led any one to suppose, 
either that a person who was not 
God, was to be regarded as 
such, or to believe in a plurality 
of gods. Never were the Jews 
more completely weaned trom 
their former propensity to idola- 
try; never more zealous for the 
defence of the divine Unity, and 
for the henor of Jchovah alone; 
never more filied with abbor- 
rence for every kind of idolatry; 
never more solicitous to avoid 
the remotest appearance of it, 
or the least oCcusion of encour- 
aging it, than Immediately alter 
the period when they returned 
from the Babylonish captivity. 
Whoever, at thatume, by hig 
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behavior, his conversation, or 
writings might excite the least 
suspicion against himself of sen- 
timents which appeared to be in 
Opposition to the doctrine of the 
unity of God, instead of procur- 
ing regard and credit for his 
words and_ writings, would rath- 
er have drawn upon himself gen- 
eral hatred, and subjected him- 
self to a most speedy and violent 
death. If his own conviction 
and opinion had not obliged a 
writer of that period to be at all 
times cautious, certainly a re- 
gard to his own satety, and to the 
people among whom he lived, 
and on whom his life was depen- 
dent, would have made him ex- 
tremely watchful, that he might 
not by any word, or expression, 
draw upon himself the suspicion 
of polytheism, or of any design 
to infringe upon the doctrine 
of the divine Unity. 

But if the books of the Scrip- 
ture were the actual composi- 
tions of those men, whose names 
they bear. and to whomthe testi= 
mony of antiquity ascrib.s them, 
and should one still regard these 
men only as common men, and 
reject every idea of i inspiration, 
in their sayings or compesi- 
tions; yet, such men as they 
were, so often as they spoke or 
wrote any thing which had or 
could have the least reference 
to the doctrine of the divine 
unity, they must have weighed 
their words with the greatest ex- 
actness. They dared not give 
the remotest occasion for the 
supposition that they venerated 
as God, any being that was not 
and is not God; nor that they 
regarded the idolatrous repre- 
sentations of other men, as indil- 
ferent, or gave any countenance 
themselves to these representa- 
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tions. What shall we say of the 
representations of Moses? Mo- 
ses, let it be remembered, led 
out ofa heathen land a nation 
who had become almost unciv- 
ilized, and so far corrupted as to 
have taken an actual part in the 
idolatry of their masters, for a 
considerable period. Moses de- 
signed to bring them to a Jand, 
where, with their secret propen- 
sity to their former idolatry, 
they would still dwell in the 
midst of mere heathen. Moses, 
moreover, not only made ita cap- 
ital principle of the religion of 
his nation, but a fundamental 
principle of his laws—the sole 
basis of all his legislation—that 
Jehovah the God of Israel was 
the only true God. Moses was 
the author of a variety of insti- 
tutions, and among these of very 
many, which it must have been 
extremely difficult to make ac- 
ceptable to his nation, and which 
to them were disagreeable, ex- 
pensive, and productive of much 
trouble: and all this, only to pre- 
vent, entirely and for ever, the 
least approach of his nation to 
the idolatry of the heathen. The 
denial of the Godhead of Jeho- 
vah, or the maintaining of the 
divinity of any being not truly 
divine, or of any person who was 
not God—did not belong to the 
Godhead of Jehovah--was made 
by the Jewish legislator a trans- 
gression so heinous, that it was 
punished by immediate death 
without mercy. Moses was 
moreover an enlightened op- 
poser of idolatry; an opposer, 
who possessed sufficient powers 
of mind to make refinements, 


and who did, with all imaginable 
solicitude, provide in ail res- 
pects, for the improvernent o! 
every individual of his nation, 
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from the first germ of thought. 
Now may we not with certainty 
confide in this Moses, that, he 
had sufficient resolution and in- 
telligence, not to introduce any 
thing into his writings, which 
would actually ascribe divinity 
to any being or personage, who 
was not God. And especially 
among a people, who were 
prone, for the most trifling rea- 
sons, to embrace polytheism, 
would he write any thing, which, 
according to the reasonable rules 
of interpretation, would have the 
appearance of giving any coun- 
tenance to idolatry? 

But granting that he would 
not, did the other writers of the 
Old Testament, who succeeded 
him, keep the same object in 
view, as the Jewish legislator 
had done? Did they follow the 
same plan, and labor for the ac- 
complishment of it, with similar 
earnestness and sagacity? 

One need peruse their writings 
but once, with any proper atten- 
tion, to be convinced that they 
did. ‘They made opposition to 
idolatry. They felt themselves, 
in their times and circumstan- 
ces, to be under increased obli- 
gations to labor with all their 
might for the furtherance of this 
design. They did labor, in such 
a manner, that their wisdom, in 
the happy choice and best use 
of proper means for this end, 
cannot be overlooked. Can it 
then be supposed possible, that 
they were so inconsiderate, as to 
insert such passages and ex- 
pressions, as would ascribe di- 
vinity to beings or persons, 
whom they did not acknowlede 
as divine? 

With respect to the writers of 
the New Testament, the suppo- 
sition has been made, “That 


through want of attention, or 
want of foresight, in the hasty 
choice of words and expressions, 
they have so spoken concerning 
personages, who were neither 
God, nor regarded as such by 
them, that one might be led, 
against their intention and de- 
sign, to believe that they ascribe 
divinity to these personages. 
Even this, however, can be con- 
ceded but with respect to a very 
few instances.’”’ 

The writers of the New Tes- 
tament, were descended from a 
people, whe for several centuries 
had entertained a violent hatred, 
and an open abhorrence, of every 
thing which bore the appearance 
of idolatry. These writers were 
accustomed toa language,which, 
in accordance withthe spirit of 
the Jews,and during solongape- 
riod, had been moulded to acom- 
plete conformity to their belief 
in the unity of God. The religion, 
which so completely separated 
the Jews from the heathen, did 
not indulge them in the use of 
any heathen books. A Jew 
shuddered with horror at any ex- 
pression ofa heathen, which con- 
veyed, or seemed to convey, any 
idea of idolatry. No remains of 
any former idolatry could have 
been tolerated in his language. 
The writers of the New Testa- 
ment, were sent aS missionaries 
among the Jews, who, on the 
least appearance of any propen- 
sity to polytheism, which was 
finally eradicated from their na- 
tion, would have been irrita- 
ted so aS to persecute them, 
and would have felt that the 
most excessive persecution was 
justifiable. These writers were 
sent, too, among the heathen, 
whither they went to extirpate 
idolatry, and where the greatest 
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care must be taken, that they 
did not give any occasion for a 
new idolatry. Surely these wri- 
ters would not and could not so 
speak and write as to describe 
any being, or personage as di- 
vine, except the being truly di- 
vine, and ‘the personages who 
were actually acknowledged as 
divine,by them andtheirdisciples. 

But let us suppose, (what so 
Many strong proofs clearly 


evince to be certain,) that God- 


was the original author of the 
Scriptures, and that he has given 
us his revealed word, to com- 
municate respecting the truths 
of religion that instruction which 
is infailible. Is it possible, in 
this case, without blasphemy, to 
accuse the divine Being ofsuchin- 
consistent conduct, as it must be, 
to give a revelation, the special 
object of which is to prevent 
idolatry, and to direct the rever- 
ence and worship of men to one 
sole object—-to himself-—and still, 
in numberless passages of this 
revelation to have spoken in 
such a manner, that the reader, 
who resigns himself entirely to 
its guidance, 1. e. the reader who 
is what the Scriptures require 
him to be--the reader who volun- 
tarily and without exception be- 
lieves every thing which is writ- 
ten in the inspired Word, can- 
not refrain from ascribing true 
divinity, to personages who are 
not divine. 


ON THE LOVE OF CHRIST. 


MR. EDITOR, 

The following letter from a pious young 
gentleman (now deceased) in the District 
of Maine, to a female connexion, under 
some serious awakening, has been obtain- 
ed for publication, in the belief that it will 
be found interesting to the readers of the 
Pawoplist:—Should you, Sir, be of the same 


opinion, I_may hereiiter transcribe and 
sefid you another letter from the same 
person on the same subject. 

A few weeks subsequent to the date of 
this letter, the writer was attacked with a 
hectic complaint, which, in a short time, 
put a period to his life; but not until he 
had realized the happiness of secing his 
friend ‘‘melted in godly sorrow,” (to use 
his own expressions,) and “beginning to 
lisp the language of adoption.” 

Yours, &e. 





» Feb. 26, 1813. 

I wave been for some time anx- 
iously waiting to hear from you, 
my dear cousin, but got no intel- 
ligence until to-day. I hoped 
when I left P , that the first 
news I should hear from you, 
after my arrival here, would be 
that you had begun to lisp the 
language of adoption, and to cry 
With a heart melted in godly sor- 
row, “my Father, thou hast been 
the guide of my youth.” And 
permit me to ask you, witha 
plainness and affection becoming 
this momentous subject, why 
have not my hopes been realized? 
What charm is it, that induces 
you to linger ina path filled with 
the monuments of those, who 
have resisted the convictions of 
God’s Spirit, and thereby ruined 
their own souls? What is it that 
prevents Jesus from entering and 
taking the throne of your heart? 
Is it not unbelief? Oh, I pray 
you to consider who it is, that 
thus condescends to sue for a 
place in your affections. See 
him while on earth, a man of 
sorrows and acquainted with 
grief. He suffered a voluntary 
exile from heaven, and submit- 
ted to every indignity to purchase 
salvation for us. ‘Trace his path 
while here below. See how his 
footsteps are marked with blood; 
that bleod which was shed for the 
remission of our sins. “He was 
wounded for our transgressions, 
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and bruised for our iniquities;” 
and can you look on his suffer- 
ings and remember, without 
emotions of gratitude, that it is 
through his death alone that any 
of our guilty race are saved? 
And can you be content to re- 
ject him still? He is even now 
granting you time for repent- 
ance. He is unwilling to have 

you ruin yourself, and therefore 
takes this tender interest in your 
welfare. Oh bow cold and life- 
less are the sympathies of your 
earthly friends, compared with 
the love of Christ! Their affec- 
tion at best, is but faint and tran- 
sient; but his heart melts ana 
mourns over you, while he 
pleads the agonies endured be- 
fore his dreadful death, and the 
wounds received onthe cross, to 
induce you to come and accept 
salvation at his hands. You 
would not continue in a course 
of conduct, which you knew 
would grieve your dearest earth- 
ly friends; how then can you 
neglect your heavenly friend, 
even the Lord of angels? 

My cousin, I would particular- 
ly dwell on the all-important 
qualification of Christians; I 
mean love to Christ. Whom 
should we love if we do not love 
him? There is nothing amiable 
in cur fellow beings that Goes 
not exist in a state of absolute 
perfection in Christ. Perhaps 
nothing more immediately fas- 
tens the affections upon another, 
than our receiving at his hands 
some signal deliverance from 
imminent danger; especially if 
the person expose his life for 
our safety. Yet if gratitude is 
due to such an one, how much 
more to Christ! Whiat was our 
danger? A sentence of con- 


demnation is issued against us, 
Vou. IX. 


consigning us to remediless ru- 
in.—To avert from us the Divine 
wrath, He takes the bitter cup 
of humiliation and suffering, and 
crinks it to the very dregs. The 
glittering sword of justice was 
unsheathed against us; but he 
kindly changes its direction, and 
presents his own breast to re- 
ceive it. He has done for us 
what no other being could possi- 
bly have done; he gave his dife 
to purchase redemption for us. 

Do we love our fellow crea- 
tures because they are amiable 
and gentle? How much more 
ought we to love Christ, for he 
was the perfect pattern of gen- 
tleness and meekness; he was 
emphatically called the damé of 
God. Do we love those who are 
kind to us in affliction, and who 
sympathize with us in our 
troubles? How engaging does 
the character of Jesus appear in 
these respects. He not only 
feels the sorrows of his friends, 
but even wept over and prayed 
for his bitterest enemies: Oh 
that God would lead you to such 
a knowledge of this Savior, as it 
is impossible for mere words to 
describe. He has those spirit- 
ual glories in his character, 
which raise him, in the view of 
those who know him in truth, 
high above the heavens, and 
show him to be the “chief 
among ten thousands.” Need 
we wonder then that unbelief is 
represented as so heinous a sin 
in the Bible? 

This locks and bars the soul 
against Christ, This renders us 
insensible to all his wonderful 
Jove and pity, and keeps us in 
ignorance of his glorious char- 
acter, This leads us to give 
our affections to the world and 
the objects of time, and reject 
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the offers of salvation and eter- 
nal life. I know not, my cousin, 
what other arguments to make 
use of to bring you to solid, last- 
ing happiness, which are so 
powerful as the love of Christ to 
us; and I know not hew to lead 
you to weep and mourn over 
vour past neglect of Him,if a 
meditation upon his goodness do 
not effect it. 

I fear, if your convictions of 
the necessity of religion should 
now leave you, that God would 
not excite your mind again, but 
would suffer you to go back to 
the world, and enter into its en- 
joyments with a double relish; 
that he would permit you to 
choose your portion here, and 
never again lead you to feel as if 
it were necessary to your happi- 
ness to seek his face and implore 
his mercy. Ah! my dear cousin, 
should I after this hear that you 
had worn off all serious thoughts, 
and were again sinking into the 
cruwd of the gay and thoughtless; 
it would sting my heart with 
the bitterest disappointment, to 
think you should, for a few 
empty, delusive pleasures, de- 
hiberately give up the pursuit of 
unfading joys. Do not, I beseech 
you, let this be the case. If 
Christ’s love, ifa regard to your 
own happiness, of the happiness 
of your friends, be of any consid- 
eration, let not your heart cheat 
you out of eternal life. And per- 
mit me to tell you there is great 
danger of your shaking off all se- 
rious convictions of the impor- 
tance of religion, and of going 
back to your former pleasures 
with less concern about eternity 
than you ever had before. This 
is a most interesting period of 
your life; almost every thought 
that passes through your mind 


You are tow balancing, as it 
were, between life and death; 
and how all-important it is for 
you to ascertain which scale shall 
rise and which shall sink! I wish 
I were able, in any measure, to 
convince you of the dangers 
which surround you, and make 
you realize the worth of those 
blessings you are urged to seek; 
but this is the work of the Spirit 
of God; and He alone can make 
us realize our danger and know 
the worth of heavenly blessings. 
Had you but one glimpse of 
Christ’s love, as it is sometimes 
imparted to the hearts of his fol- 
lowers, how easy would you find 
it to give up every thing here, 
and “count all things but loss 
and dross” for such happiness! 
It is the peculiar glory of faith 
in Christ, that it casts out fear 
from the soul. Is not that a 
blessed thing, which can raise 
the mind above fear? The fear 
of what others will think of us, 
so cOmmon to men, who are 
compelled by conscience or some 
other motive, to do those things 
which others disapprove, is taken 
away by faith in Christ. This 
leads the soul to act from nobler 
motives, than a desire of human 
approbation; it leads it to act 
from Jove to Ged, This blessed 
faith raises the soul above the 
fear of temporal calamities. The 
soul then rests upon God and 
commits itseif into his hands 
with aconfidence of safety. And 
above all, faith takes away the 
fear of death; raises the soul tri- 
umphant over the grave; takes 
away the monster’s sting; and 
instead of being a king of ter- 
rors, as he isto all who are des- 
titute of faith, death becomes 
a messenger of mercy to intro- 
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duce the soul of a Christian into 
everlasting rest. And will you 
neglect this blessed faith; will 
you refuse to enter this glorious 
rest; will you consent to lie on 
a death-bed filled with terror and 
amazement, or benumbed with 
stupidity, instead of rejoicing in 
a holy rapture, that you are about 
to depart and be with Christ? I 
intreat you to lift up your heart 
to God in prayer, that he would 
deeply impress these truths; and 
may he grant that you may feel 
their importance now before it be 
too late. In ashort time I shail 
die, and you will die also. How 
important will these truths then 
appear to us! Let us then, my 
friend, set our faces against ¢v- 
ery thing that would lead off our 
minds from such subjects, and 
endeavor to be prepared to ap- 
pear before the judgment seat of 
Christ. 

I hope you will excuse the free- 
dom with which I have written, 
my dear cousin, and be assured 
that it flows from love to you, 
and concern for. your eternal 
welfare, 

May God bless these discon- 
nected hints, and lead you to see 
what nu pencan describe, in the 
character of Christ. I hope you 
will remember to answer this 
letter soon, and don’t, I pray you, 
neglect to answer the invitation 
of Jesus, to come to him and be 
happy. 

Yours, with friendship 
and esteem, * *, 


ON THE CHIEF END OF THE DI- 
VINE ADMINISTRATION. 


Tue passages of Scripture, 
which relate to this subject, 
muy be arranged in two classes. 


In one of these, the glory of 
God is spoken of as the final 
cause of his operations; in the 
other, this cause is represented 
as the good of creatures. The 
diversity of human opinion, upon 
this subject, may have resulted 
from confining the attention too 
exclusively to the one or the 
other of these classes. A care- 
ful comparison of them naturally 
conducts to this general truth, 
that 

The chief end of the divine 
administration, is the good of 
the universe—one grand object, 
comprising both the glory of 
God and the good of created be- 
ings; and that it is equally im- 
proper to consider either of these 
as exclusively constituting this 
chief end. 

A close attention to these 
forms of speech will show, that 
they do not designate things in 
their nature distinct and capable 
of separate and independent ex- 
istence; but that they designate 
things which are most intimately 
blended and which perfectly co- 
alesce. 

By the glory of God, we can 
here mean nothing but that ilus- 
trious display of his attributes, 
which he is making in the view 
of created intelligences. This 
display, viewed as a whole, may 
fitly be termed one grand im- 
fiulse to that which is best, Its 
glory consists in the production 
of boundless good—the produc- 
tion of a prosperous and happy 
system. To this, all God’s works 
naturally tend; and to this, all 
the deciarations of his word have 
a direct and immediate regard. 
The production of happiness, is, 
theretore, that in which the glory 
of Ged consists. 

By the good ef creatures, as 
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here used, we must understand 
that kind of enjoyment which 
the Bible sanctions—that pure 
and holy delight, which the 
righteous will forever enjoy. 

These two ultimate ends are 
not capable, of separate exist- 
ence, but form one grand object; 
although for practical purposes 
and in imitation of the inspired 
writers, we may speak of this 
object in only one particular re- 
spect at a time; 1. ec. we may 
speak of it cither as it regards 
God or creatures. How is it 
possible that the two things 
should, in their nature, be separ- 
ate; since the glory of God con- 
sists in the very production of 
this good? 

To perceive the force of this 
question, let us suppose these 
two ends in their nature separa- 
ble. We willthen set out with 
the theory, that the good of crea- 
tures is God’s chiefend. Why 
is this his chief end? Because 
he delights in their happiness in 
itself considered—it is his na- 
ture to promote this happiness— 
and in the production of such 
immense good, consists that il- 
justrious display of himself 
which he styles his glory. This 
is the true and only solution. 
But it is litthe more thana para- 
phrase of the proposition that 
the glory of God is his chief end; 
and we are thus brought back to 
our main position, that the »,ood 
of the universe comprising both 
these particular ends, is this 
chief end. 

We will now try the opposite 
theory; where we shall find the 
process equally short, and illus- 
trative of the same vencral truth. 
It stands thus. ‘The glory of 
God is his chief end. This glory 
consists in a display of his gocd- 


ness. This display is mace in 
the promotion of the happiness 
of his creatures. ‘The promo- 
tion of thelr happiness, is, then, 
the object of the divine opera- 
tions—-that in which God de- 
lirhts—the chief thing, as it re- 
spects them, which he has in 
view—it is that in which his glo- 
ry consists—it is his glory. 

When, therefore, we inquire 
for the chief end of the divine 
administration; the answer is, 
that it is the good of the uni- 
verse;—that, as it respects God, 
it is his glory;-—as it respects 
creatures, it is their happiness. 

If it be objected, that the hap- 
piness which God enjoys in con- 
templating the works of his 
hands.—in beholding the happt- 
ness of his creatures, is greater 
than that which they cnjoy, and 
that therefore it may properly 
be considered as his chief end; 
the answer is, that, if the things 
were 1 their nature separable, 
it might be considered in that 
light. Ifit be said, that the glo- 
ry of God, or his happiness, 
forms the greater part of this 
complex object, I see no objec- 
tion to It. 

The view of the subject now 
given, is not incumbered with 
those difficulties that embarrass 
the other two. theories.—It 
seems more consonant with 
Scripture; and it affords much 
useful instruction, 

lt shews us, 

i. The duty of co-operating 
with God in the promotion of 
human happiness. 

2. The duty of aiming at the 
elory of God in all that we do. 


That it isa true reason of 


praise to God, that he glorifies 
himself, 
4. The astonishing wisdom 
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and goodness of God in the 
production of a system, in which 
his own glory and the eternally 
increasing happiness of his vir- 
tuous creatures are most inti- 
mately and indissolubly blended. 
He delights in their enjoyment 


and they derive their chief hap~ 
piness from beholding and pro- 
moting his glory. Their voices 
are in unison with the angelic 
choir, “Glory to God in the high- 
est, and on earth pfreace, good wilt 
to men.” 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


STRICTURES ON AN ARTICLE IN 
THE CHRISTIAN OBSERVER. 


To the Editor of the Panoplist. 
SIR, 

As it is understood, that “the 
CHRISTIAN OBSERVER is repub- 
lished in this country, exactly 
according to the English copy, 
and of course, that no observa- 
tions on any part of its contents 
can be admitted into the Ameri- 
can edition, the following stric- 
tures are sent to you for publica- 
tion in the Panoplist. 

In the Christian Observer for 
June, 1812, a writer has offered 
to his readers some remarks on 
the Hebrew Language; among 
which is the following: “Itisa 
yemarkable freculiarity in the 
Hebrew Language, that the 
names of things are frequently 
descriptive of their properties.” 

On this observation I would 
remark, that Hebrew names are 
indeed descriptive, or significant, 
but this is by no means a fecu- 
liarity of the Hebrew language. 
The fact is the same in all the 
languages of which I have any 
knowiedge; and I can speak with 
confidence of twenty which I 
have carefully examined. Nei- 
ther in this respect, nor in any 
other is there any thing frecudiar 
i the Hebrew. Alt the lan- 


guages, which I have investi- 
gated, are formed from the 
same primitive words; which are 
few in number; and the chief 
peculiarities which now exist 
in the different dialects, are the 
different modes of forming the 
derivative words, by prefixes, 
ailixes, and combination. The 
verb is the root of most words, 
probably of all; and names are 
formed from verbs, expressive 

of their origin, uses, or proper- 
ties. The names of rivers are 
formed from verbs which signi- 
fy to fow—thenames of hills and 
mountains, from verbs which 
signify to ratse, or to collect-— 
some plants are named from 
verbs which express growth; 
others from their most obvious 
qualities. But in all languages, 
the same analogies are pursued. 

Thus, in Latin, dder signifies. 
free; and the bark of a tree— 
both from the same root, to part, 
separate, or loose—hence to strip 
or peel; and der, bark, being 
used in early ages as a material 
for writing, came to signify a 
book—but this is not peculiar to 
the Latin, for our northern ances- 
tors used the like material for 
the like purpose; and though 
they used a different word, sull 
600k signifies primarily ark 

Thus also writing was originally 
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performed on stone, or other 
hard substance; hence the radi- 
cal sense of write is to scratch, 
rubor grate. Our word write is 
the same word as grate. The 
former we receive from our an- 
cestors of the north by tradition; 
the latter, we receive from the 
French gratter—Greek yzpzrts- 
The Romans used a different 
word scribo, but still scrido is to 
scratch or grate; the identical 
English word, to scrafe, and the 
French graver, Spanish gradar, 
to engrave. 

The writer further observes, 
that “the names of persons also 
in Hebrew, are frequently eith- 
er memorials of the circumstan- 
ces which attended their birth, 
or prophetical of their character, 
and of the events which befell 
them or their posterity.” For 
the truth of the first part of this 
observation we have Scripture 
authority; and I do not new re- 
collect that any similar fact is re- 
corded in profane history except 
the name Cesar. But it is ex- 
tremely natural, and the practice 
may have been common among 
other nations. When names 
did not exist they weve to be in- 
vented, or words already invent- 
ed weie to be applied; and what 
could be more natural than for 
parents to select a word lor the 
name of a child, which should 
commemorate the circumstan- 


ces attending his birth, or their 


own feelings on the occasion? 
Eve called her first-born son 
Cain, “for she said I have gotten 
aman from the Lorp’’—or a 
man Jehovah, as the words are 
rendered by some translators. 
Now Cain is our English word 
gain; and Eve doubtless thought 
her son a great acquisition; but 
his future conduct did not justi- 


fy her expectations: Her sec- 
ond son she called Abel, Son 
for which the reason is not as- 
signed. The word is usually 
understood to signify mourning, 
or grief, or vanity; but errone- 
ously. Abel was a “keeper of 
sheep,” a shepherd; and that is 
the signification of his name. 
From the same source with this 
name, numerous pastoral tribes 
of antiquity were denominated 
Ball or Pailli, shepherds. The 
denomination was formerly used 
in Ireland, as we learn from 
Valiancey, and in Asia, and Afri- 
ca, the Balli or Palli, are now or 
have been till lately, very nu- 
merous. See Asiatic Researches, 
vol. 2, 8, and 6. Hence Pales 
the goddess of sheep folds and 
pastures, among the Romans; 
and hence the name Palestine, 
or more correctly Palestan, the 
country of shepherds. In the 
Syriac Son, dbe/ or Hebel, sig- 
nifies a shepherd; and the name 
of the son of Adam is written 
with a jod, #é7/; but from the 
Same root. 

With regard to the latter part 
of the above cited observation, 
itis doubtless true that some 
names among the Hebrews were 
prophetical, as the name of Jesus 
or Savior. But it is probable 
that many names supposed to 
be prophetical were not the 
proper names of the persons, 
but descriptive titles acquired 
by the men who bore them, from 
their character or profession. 

It was Customary among the 
Hebrews, as among all ancient 
nations, to give men titles ex- 
pressing their character; a cus- 
tom which we know still to exist 
among the rude natives of 
America, who denominate their 
chiefs by descriptive titlhes—as 








1813. 


the big-knife, the turtle, the 
corn-flanter. Thus, the names 
of the sovereigns of antiq- 
uity were assumed or given 
as titles—of which we have ex- 
amples in déimelech, Nebuchad- 
nezzar, and Pharaoh, which are 
not the proper names of men, 
but ttles of princes, expressive 
of that character; yet these titles 
are the oniy names by which 
many princes are known in his- 
tory Soll alde ‘mir, in the north 
of Europe is a mere title. Bren- 
nus, the name of the Gailic gen- 
eral who invaded Rome, was a 
mere title, which we retain in 
frince, as the Romans did in 
frrinceps. Melchisedeck, which 
we consider as a name, was a 
mere title, signifying the just 
king, but in Hebrew is in fact 
two words. Hagar, the name 
of Sarah’s handmaid, was an ap- 
pellation descriptive of her ser- 
vice; the Azred woman. The 
word, with the verb to which it 
belongs and all its derivatives, 
have come down to our times, 
unaltered; and therefore admits 
of no misinterpretation. This 
name therefore could not have 
been given to her at her birth, 
without a spirit of prophecy; but 
who would venture to suggest 
that her parents had this spirit? 
Abram if composed ot the He- 
brew ab-ram, signifies high or 
great father, expressive of his 
dignity as the head of a numer- 
ous family; but his father as we 
learn from the history of his de- 
scendants, and from Joshua, was 
an idolater. Was Zerah then 
inspired? Had he divine direc- 
tion in naming his son? Is it 
more probable that the Almighty 
would communicate supernat- 
ural powers to such a man, and 
for such a purpose; than that 
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the name should be afterwards 
acquired by Abram’s Gistinc- 
tion? Without recurring to the 
Greek and Roman languages, 
our mother tongue supplies us 
with indisputable proof, that 
names were all primitively sig- 
nificant. Alfred, signifies adl- 
feace or devoted to peace—d- 
ward, the happy or fortunate 
watch—Ztheldert,is noble-bright 
—Kdgar, happy or fortunate 
weanon—Sigebcert, bright victory 
— Ethel volf,noble help——Zidwin, 
happy bravery, &c. And who 
coes not know that our common 
sinames, as Smith, Walker, 
Seddler, Tanner, Cooper, &c. are 
significant, and that they were 
originally descriptive of occupa- 
tion? Christian names were of 
earlier origin, but were primi- 
tively significant. 

Equaliy true is it, that the 
names of towns, cities, and tribes, 
or nations, were originally sig- 
nificant; and I could fill the Pan- 
oplist with specific proofs of 
the fact. This is as true in all 
languages, as in the Hebrew, 
and we have evidence that the 
practice prevailed of assigning 
significant names to cities, be- 
fore the Hebrews existed as a 
nation. From not attending to 
this circumstance, the translators 
of the Scriptures have made 
mistakes, in explaining names 
of foreign origin, as Hebrew 
words, Thus Jericho, they trans- 
late, Ais moon or month, notwith- 
standing the Scriptures inform 
us, it was the city of fralm trees. 
Now, in the Ethiopic, the word 
signifies a palm tree. The name 
originated with a people who 
dwelt there before the Hebrews 
became a nation. 

I would only observe further, 
that names were sometimes al- 
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tered or entirely changed, as in 
the instances of .ddraham and 
fsrael, and they were not unfre- 
quently translated into foreign 
languages. This circumstance 
has occasioned no small embar- 
rassment in bistory, and some 
mistakes which are not yet cor- 
rected. ‘Thus in ancient times, 
the Arabic gulf was denominated 
the sea of Hdom or Idumean 
Sea—from the Idumeans who 
dwelt near its shore. As Edom 
signifies red, foreigners suppos- 
ed that sense to apply tothe sea, 
and translated the word red— 
Hence we have to this day, the 
improper appellation of the Fed 
Sea; Greek «vOpcc, sovfp2ics, the 
Lrythrean sea, that is red, ruddy. 

The writer in the Christian 
Observer proceeds, “The name 
of the first man, dam, implies 
that he was formed of the 
ground.” ‘This mistake which 
has prevailed in the Christian 
world, for eighteen hundred 
years, ought to be corrected, and 
no Jonger remain an evidence of 
the miserably low state of 
etymological learning. The 
word pow Adam, which is com- 
mon to all the languages of the 
stock of Shem,is not the name 
of an individual, or as we call it, 
a proper noun, but the common 
name of the human species. It 
is precisely equivalent to man 
and homo, in the languages of 
the stock of Japhet. The orig- 
inal or radical sense of the word 
ts shape, form, and hence dike- 
mess, smage—a word which ex- 
presses the external figure or 
appearance,and comprehends the 
whole race endued with a par- 
ticular form, and by way of emi- 
nence, a beautiful or noble form. 
This is its common significa- 
tion in the Scriptures. “Man 


mw Adam, born of woman, is of 
few days and full of trouble.” 
Hence the propriety of the use 
of the plural them, applied to 
man, in Gen. i, 26, 27. In the 
preceding verses, we have an 
account of the creation of plants 
and animals—in general terms. 
The account of the creation of 
man is also general, referring to 
the species. “And God said, 
Let us make man,toyw ‘dam, in 
our image, after our likeness; 
and let them have dominion over 
the fish of the sea, kc.” Here 
the word used is the same as in 
Job, without the aspirate or ar- 
ticle, and refers to the species 
asa distinct race. “And God 
created pan the man, m his 
image; in the image of God 
created he Aim; male and female 
created he them, And God bles- 
sed them, &c.”? The subsequent 
commands are also addressed to 
them, in the plural. In the next 
chapter there is a particular ac- 
count of the formation of £ve; 
but the account in the first chap- 
ter refers to the species. When 
reference is had to the first man, 
in subsequent passages, the word 
used has the article prefixed, 
and might be translated the Man, 
The fifth chapter begins thus, 
“This is the book of the genera- 
tions of cows man.” “He called 
their name, Nx men;’’ that is, 
the name of the species or race. 

The writer proceeds to re- 
mark, “That the names of the 
ten antidiluvian patriarchs taken 
in succession, express the two 
grand truths contained in the 
Scripture—the natural misery of 
man, and his restoration by the 
death of Jesus Christ.” He thinks 
it impossible to believe these 
names were given by chance; and 
impossible nos to believe that they 
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were given with a prophetical 
view. 

Upon this hypothesis, we must 
suppose the patriarchs were all 
under divine direction. Is this 
probable? Have we any reason 
to suppose that in the extreme 
depravity of the world, those 
men should all have been favor- 
ed with divine communications? 
And further, is it compatible 
with our ideas of the Supreme 
Being, to believe that he would 
reveal important truths ina se- 
ries of names, given to a succes- 
sion of men through the period 
of a thousand years? For we are 
to observe, that the revelation 
must constitute a connected sen- 
tence, the first word of which 
begins with Adam, the second 
is added at the distance of 130 
years, in the name of Seth, the 
third, at the distance of 105 
years, in the name of Enos, &c. 
Jn this case a revelation must 
consist of detached parts, which 
could not be combined till the 
birth of Voah; a thousand years 
after the creation of Adam. Of 
what use would be sucha _ reve- 
lation? And is such a mode of 
communicating the divine will 
consonant to any rational or 
scriptural ideas of the character 
of Jehovah? 

Men are found in every peri- 
od of the world whe search for 
mysteries and enigmas in the 
plainest parts of one of the 
plainest books ever written, and 
even the Masoretic points have 
been found to contain most won- 
derful truths. But the real 
friends of divine revelation 
should be very cautious not to 
countenance such fanciful spec- 
ulations. The imagination, left 
‘o ramble in the wilds of con- 
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jecture, will set no limits to its 
fictions. 
The points in Hebrew, as in 
Syriac and Arabic, are intended 
to show the exact customary 
pronunciation of words: and 
whether an invention of earlier 
or later date, is a question of 
no moment. Some of them sup- 
ply the place of vowels; others 
mark distinctions in the conso- 
nants. They were doubtless 
invented much later than letters, 
and they serve to show how far 
the popular pronunciation had 
deviated, at the time of their in- 
vention, from the original pro- 
nunciation. The scheme is 
somewhat analagous to those of 
Kenrick, Sheridan, Walker and 
Perry, in the  English,—a 
scheme attended withsome good, 
and much evil, as it never fails 
to perpetuate the corruptions 
ofalanguage. Thus, for exam- 
ple, the genuine sound of w is 
that of oo, as it is used in Italian, 
Spanish, German, and Russian, 
and as it was used in our mother 
tongue, the Saxon. The sound 
was changed in England under 
the Norman princes, by the in- 
fluence of the French, and ren- 
dered somewhat similar to that 
of the French x, but its present 
sound is not the French—nor is 
it precisely that of the letters ex 
or yu; but as it approaches that 
of ex, the compilers of elemen- 
tary books wrote the name of the 
letter yu. The corruption hav- 
ing proceeded thus far, men who 
wished to be minutely accurate, 
thought they must conform to 
this mode of uttering the sound 
of the letter. But this being dii- 
ficult in many positions, and ex- 
tremely unnatural, especially at» 
ter ¢ and d, as in watyure, Cyutr, 
23 
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the effect of the attempt was to 
change the preceding consonant; 
and hence machure, and juty. 
These corruptions being estab- 
lished, the letters having lost 
their true pronunciation, and of 
consequence, their use, a scheme 
was invented by lexicograpbers 
to write over the words a second 
time in different letters, and 
mark the sounds of the vowels 
by figures, or other characters. 
In this manner, the most mis- 
chievous innovations are per- 
petuated by authority; the uses 
of the alphabet‘, in a degree, lost, 
and the difficulty of learning the 
language greatly increased. 
Such was the fate of the He- 
brew, and such will be the fate 
o. the Ei. lish. 

Were ita matter of indiffer- 
ence, in regard to_ historical 
truth, it would be amusing to 
contemplate the etie: ts of the as- 
sociation of ideas inthe human 
mind, on the subject of the He- 
brew language. The Old Tes- 
tament being written in Hebrew, 
men who revere the sacred ora- 
cles, are led to transfer their 
veneration to the language itself; 
considering it as the most an- 
cient, of divine origin, and of 
wonderful and = singular con- 
struction, With regard to the 
origin of language, 1 would 
offer no opinion; for having no 
certuin testimony on the sub- 
ject, aby opinion respecting it, 
must be formed solely by‘ tea- 
soning and inference. One 
thing is certain, the Lebrew is 
of the same origin as the Arabic, 
Syriac, and European languages; 
and if the Hebrew was of divine 
origin, so was the Mngtish. In 
structure, it coincides with the 
Arabic, Syriac, Samaritan, Ethi- 
opic and Chaldaic; being a mere 
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dialect of the Assyrian stcck, 
and of no higher antiquity than 
the other dialects, nor of higher 
antiquity, than the Celtic and 
Teutonic languages in Europe. 
And itis really astonishing that 
such eminently learned men as 
Castell, Parkhurst, and other 
lexicographers, frequently de- 
duce Chaldaic and Arabic words 
from the Hebrew, as though they 
were of later origin; when we 
have numerous express declara- 
tions of Scripture,that the nations 
who inhabited Syria and Egypt, 
were ancient nations, when the 
Israelites settled in Canaan. 
When Abram migrated from 
Haran to Canaan, we are inform- 
ed, “the Canaanite was then in 
the land.” When he went to 
reside in Lgypt, we find a king 
upon the throne; and after his 
return, we read of a war between 
four kings or princes of the east, 
with five kings of Syria. From 
these facts the inference is una- 
voidable, that Syria and Egypt, in 
the days of Abram, were popu- 
lous countries. When Jacob’s 
sons determined to rid them- 
selves of Joseph, they sold him 
toa company of merchants from 
Gilead, who, “with their camels, 
bearing spicery and balm and 
myrrh,” were going to Egypt. 
That was a company now called 
a caravan. This commercial 
intercourse implies a high an- 
tiquity of the natives of Syria 
and Egypt; and leads necessari- 
ly to the ‘conclusion, that thgse 
countries were populous and 
rich, for ages before the He- 
brews became a nation. I need 


not recite the varicus passages 
of Scripture, that establish this 
conclusion, such as the strength 
of the native nations of Syria, 
and the walled cities mentioned. 
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by the spies sent by Moses to ex- 
plore the land—-the number of the 
tribes and princes conquered by 
Joshua, and the state ef cultiva- 
tion, when the Israelites were 
aromised the possession of vine- 
yards and olive-yards, not of their 
own planting—that they of Ham 
had dwelt there of old, &c. Yet 
in the face of all this evidence, 
we find lexicographers and com- 
mentators, who pretend that ali 
the languages of that region are 
yorrowed from the Hebrew, or 
are sheots from the Hebrew 
stock. The truth ts, the Iie- 
brew is of the same origin as 
the other languages of that re- 
gion; but as a national language, 
is the most modern of all the 
dialects of the Assyrian stock; 
and more modern than the prim- 
itive languages of Europe. It 
is a fact susceptible of satisfac- 
Lory proof, that Europe was, toa 
wreat extent, peopled, before the 
Hebrews became a nation. 

Yo show how important it is 
to historical truth, that the learn- 
ed world should be disabused of 
their prejudices on this subject, 
] will add a few examples of the 
mistakes which have their origin 
in this source. 

Mizraim, in a translation of 
proper Dames, annexed to some 
copies of the Bible, is rendered 
tribulations, and in the’ tenth 
chapter of Genesis, AL@zraim is 
called a son of Ham. But Miz- 
raim, signifies the Egyptians, or 
their country, and this through- 
out the Old Testament. In the 
singular number, it is used for 
an Egyptian. Gen. xxxix, 1, and 
$5, méis7z; In the plural, [ not 
the dual} Egyptians, or Egypt, 
oy" Zsr2m,and as pointed, Mis- 
raim,ch. xil,#9,30,&c. This name 
written with the same letters and 
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points, in Gen. x, 6, is given to 
one of the sons of Ham, consider- 
ed us an individual. In 2 Kings, 
xix, 24, yy masor, is Egypt. 
The difficulty of accounting 
for the use of the plural, has 
led some writer, who has treated 
of this subject, te suppose the 
word to signify the descendants 
of Mesr, or Mezer, who was a 
son of Hom. But the significa- 
tion of the word overthrows this 
hypothesis—for it is agreed by 
all writers that the word is form- 
ed from the root y or ‘)y¥ to 
surround, inclose or make fast-— 
a root of most extensive use, in 
all the Assyrian dialects, and 
written with various vowels and 
prefixes. The word yn, ma- 
sor, or mesor, signifies a fortress, 
an inclosed place, a castle or for- 
tihed town. Lhis was ihe name 
of the metropolis of Egypt; a 
name by which only It was 
known to the Arabians, and by 
which they have continued to 
call it from the earliest ages to 
this day. The Arabians still cal] 
Cairo, Mesr or Meser; the name 
of the capital gave name to the 
country, and in the plural, Mis- 
raim, signifies the inhabitants or 
Egyptians. in the same man- 
ner, Lgyft had its origin in the 
name of another principal town, 
Cobt or Coftt—called by the 
Greeks, with their article Co- 
tos——that is, a fortress, from a 
root which signified to surround, 
which is retained in the Sanscrit, 
gupta, iiclosed, guarded—and 
in the Greek Kurs, to bend. 
Hence the modern cofit and 


cofitic, and Aegyptus, Egypt. 
Bochart alleges that Misraim 
is not the name of a man. “Mis- 
rajim non est nomen hominis— 
id non patitur forma dualis.”— 
The mistake of considering the 
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word as in the dual number 
arises from the supposition of 
its being a regular Hebrew word, 
whereas it is the name of the 
Egyptians in the plural, written 
and pointed according to the 
popular cr customary pronuncia- 
tion. Another mistake, which 
runs through the translation of 
the tenth chapter of Genesis pro- 
ceeds from considering the He- 
brew word ‘)3 deni, as equiva- 
lent to the English word sons, 
in its strict sense, that is, de- 
scendants in the first degree; 
whereas the word signifies de- 
scendants, issue, offspring. Ver. 
6. The descendants of Ham 
were Cush, or the Cushites; 
Misraim, the Egyptians—Phut 
and Canaan—Ver. 13. “And 
Misraim begat Ludim, and Ana- 
mim, and Lehabim, and Napihtu- 
him.”” Ludim is alsoa word in 
the plural number—It is not in- 
serted in the table of names be- 
fore mentioned, and as it is not 
a Hebrew word, the translators 
were probably unable to explain 
it. I say it is not Hebrew, though 
it may be from the same source 
as the Heb. 15, luz; forthe den- 
tals and sibilants are convertible. 
The root of the word is in the 
Arabic, and signifies to bend, or 
wind; to be crooked or broken— 
Hence it gives rise to words 
which signify the winding ofa 
river, and a declivity or cliff— 
and in the latter sense, the word 
is used in our mother tongue, 
the Anglo-Saxon. The Ludim 
were the inhabitants of the cliffa 
or mountains at the head of the 
Nile—known to us under the 
names of Abyssinians and Ethio- 
plans. 

Lehabim, which our transla- 
tors render fames or inflamed, as 
the word signifies in Hebrew, is 


from a root not found in the He- 
brew, but in Arabic and other 
cognate dialects. In Arabic it 
signifies to burn, to inflame, to 
burn with thirst, to be thirsty or 
dry. Hence its derivatives sig- 
nify heat, burning, thirst, &c. 
Lehab, then, is a dry, parched 
country, and Lehabim, the inhab- 
itants of that country. They 
were a tribe that inhabited some 
part of the desert bordering on 
Egypt. Another verb of this 
stock, and probably a dialectical 
orthography of the same root is 
a}> lub—which is not in the 
Hebrew; but in Arabic signifies 
to thirst or be dry. From this 
root was named 379 Lub, the dry 
country; which with the com- 
mon termination za, added by 
the Greeks, forms Lyd:a—the 
extensive sandy desert of Afri- 
ca—Lubim, in the Scriptures, 
signifies, the Lydzans, the inhab- 
itants of the dry desert. 2 Chron. 
xii, 3. The same region is 
named, in some modern maps, 
Zaata; from a root which signifies 
to dry, to sear. 

Among the sons of Misraim 
we find also Cafhtorim. But this 
is a plural word, and signifies a 
nation or tribe; as we learn from 
Deut. il, 23, “The Caphtorim 
came forth out of Caphtor.” 

Among the sons of Javan is 
mentioned Dodanim; but the 
word is corrupt; it ought to be 
Rodanimy, as it is in the Samari- 
tan copy, and in the Septuagint. 
The mistake of a Hebrew 7 tor 
4» is not at all surprising. The 
word Kcudanim is formed by a 
Hebrew plural] terminationadded 
to the Ceitic name of the Rhone. 
Every student of ancient history 
knows that the primitive name 
of that river was Redan, of 
which hone is a contraction. 
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We see it in the Greek pedaves, 
and in the Latin Rhodanus 
—but we should remark that 
us, the Greek «, is a mere ter- 
mination and no part of the orig- 
inal word, in this or any other 
case. Rodan or Rhodan is a 
compound word—fho, or Ria, 
from the root of pea, ruo, to flow 
—whence the ancient name of 
the Volga, Rha—and dan—a 
Celtic word signifying bold, ve- 
hement, rapid—a word which 
enters into Danube, Danister, 
Daniefer—now contracted into 
Don. Rhodan is a great or a 
rapid river. Hence we learn the 
mistake of Bochart, who decides 
correctly that Rodanim in Gen. 
X,4, signifies the inhabitants of 
the Rhone; but suggests that the 
river took its name from the 
people. The fact is demonstra- 
bly the reverse. The people 
took their name from the river. 
By recurring to the signification 
of primitive names, we find them 
all significant and descriptive— 
and almost all the original set- 
tlers of a country took their ap- 
pellation from the name of the 
place where they lived. They 
were called the dwellers on a 
river—a mountain—a plain—in 
a forest, &c. 

If it should be inquired how 
Misraim, the Egyptians could be 
said to beget Ludim, the moun- 
taineers, &c. the answer will be 
found in the 15th, 16th, and 17th 
verses of Gen. x. ‘Canaan be- 
gat Sidon, and the Jebusite, the 
Kmorite, the Girgasite, the Hiv- 
ite, the Arkite,” &c. which re- 
present tribes of people. It is 
sufficient for us to observe that 
such was the language of the 
age. 

These remarks may suffice to 


show the importance of etymo- 
logical researches towards a cor- 
rect knowledge of history, sac- 
red and profane. The tenth 
chapter of Genesis specifies the 
nations from Spain to Asiatic 
Tartary, east and west, and from 
the sources of the Nile to Ger- 
many and Russia, from north to 
south—but it seems not fully to 
be understood. A_ principal 
source of error on this subject 
has been the opinion that all the 
names found in the Old Testa- 
ment are of Hebrew origin; 
whereas many of them are for- 
eign words, and not to be under- 
stood without resorting to other 
languages. 

Were not my time otherwise 
occupied, I could enter more 
largely into this subject. But 
in addition to the want of time, 
serious objections occur to the 
execution of such a_ purpose. 
The limits of your periodieal 
work are too narrow to permit a 
full elucidation of the subject, 
without interfering with its more 
important objects. Besides, crit- 
ical remarks on the subject of 
Janguages, should be accompa- 
nied with proofs, which ought to 
be cited in the original; but 
many of these cannot be printed 
in this country for want of suita- 
ble types, and if printed, could 
not be extensively read. Suffice 
it to remark, that the more! ex- 
amine the subject, the more I 
find occasion to deplore the im- 
perfect state of etymological 
learning; and still more, the 
prejudices which exist against 
researches into the origin and 
signification of words. Imper- 
fect investigations have filled our 
systems of philology, our lexi- 
cons, grammars, and commenta- 
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ries on the Scriptures, with pal- 
pable errors, in which the youth 
of the country are regularly ini- 
tiated, 

N. WEBSTER. 
Amherst, Mass, Aug. 1815. 


. 


LIFE OF SERVETUS. 


For the Panoplist. 


Mr. Editor, 

I nave been not a little amused 
with anew biography of Michael 
Servetus, in the last General 
Repository, printed at Cam- 
bridge. The learned writer of 
this piece has lately been tavored 
with the perusal of a very extra- 
ordinary MS. (which he hopes 
to obtain permission to deposit 
in the library of Harvard College, 
p. $1,) and which, since very nu- 
merous and learned writers,* 
have been made to contribute to 
ihe stores of very curious inform- 
ation that it contains, must be a 
rare acquisition indeed, for that 
library. Blest with such aid, he 
has brought out Calvin and Ser- 
vetus anew upon the stage; and 
if lie cannot lay Claim to the mer- 
it of making them exhibit new 
conturtions, he is at least entitled 
to the praise of having exhibited 
Aimself, in an attitude as ridicu- 
lous as could well be wished for 
ihe satisfaction of spectators. 

I have often observed, that 
most sectarians are fond of re- 
counting the persecutions and 
sufferings of the founders of 
their respective sects. ‘There 
is, indeed, no difficulty in ac- 


* No less than twenty different writers 
are stated to have been read, in reference 
to his subject, by the author of the MS.; 
the “niost important of which” have also 
been read by the biographer in the Re- 
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counting for this. The noble 
army of martyrs in the cause of 
Christianity, in the primitive 
ages of this religion, have shed 
a glory on the cause they defend- 
ed, which the enemies of the 
cross can never sully, and which 
will continue to shine as the sun 
in the firmanent, and as the stars 
forever and ever. What wonder, 
that those who would substitute 
their party views, for the catho- 
lic doctrines of Christianity 
should strive to secure for their 
own sect the honors which mar- 
tyrdom confers, and the influ- 
ence which may be gained by 
establishing a claim to the char- 
acter ofa sufferer for conscience 
sake. 

Our biographer, a staunch 
Unitarian, seems very well to 
understand this principle. Noth- 
ing will do, but Servetus must 
bea murtyr. Servetus too, was 
the Father of modern Unitari- 
ans. ‘He was the first Protes- 
tant who publicly opposed him- 
self to that doctrine, which at 
the present day enlightened 
Christians are continually more 
and more disposed to regard as 
one of the most gross corruptions 
of their religion——I mcan the 
doctrine of the Trinity.” p. 35. 

Had Servetus, however, been 
a martyr, only of the common 
class, 1t would hardly be a sufi- 
ciently honorable distinction for 
the father of modern Unitarian- 
ism. It would not distinguish 
him from thousands and millions 
who have died as martyrs, and 
whose names no historical mon- 
uments have preserved. Serve- 
tus must also be a frophet. 
About six years betore his death, 
as our biographer informs us, 
Servetus wrote a letter to Abel 
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Paupin one of the ministers of 
Geneva, in which he “frophesied 
his future state, and declared his 
readiness to meet it; and in 
which he also discovered, “the 
zeal of a sincere reformer, and 
the spirit and determination of a 
martyr.” p. 47. 

One instance of prophecy 
might perhaps appear dubious, 
unless supported by others. 
Accordingly, we are told, that 
Servetus said, (in his book en- 
titled Christianismi Restitutio, ) 
respecting the scholastic opin- 
ions about the Trinity, “Future 
gencrations will consider them 
as things to be amazed at.” 
This extraordinary prediction 
the biographer puts in capitals, 
and then immediately after re- 
minds us, that “the frofihecy of 
Servetus has already been in 
part fulfilled.”’ pp. 52, 53. 

To enhance the value of his 
martyrdom, however, itis not suffi- 
cient that he sustain the character 
ofa pirofthet, for so did George 
Fox, and Brothers, and many 
similar candidates for renown. 
He must also be one of the 
first linguists in the world, un- 
derstanding no less than seven 
different languages; (p. 75,) and 
as to his skill in other things, 
“to him must belong the credit 
of the first intimation of the cir- 
culation of the blood, the great- 
est discovery in modern physiol- 
ogy.” 

Thus is he equipped for re- 
nowned martyrdom. In_ his 
final sufferings, “Who,” says our 
biographer, “will deny his un- 
daunted courage, his persever- 
ance and heroic constancy.” 

Iam sorry, Mr. Editor, that 
I have not been able to bring the 
very candid production of our 
author, to bear upon this repre- 


sensation, so as to illustrate it in 
the most happy manner. Un- 
fortunatelv, the author has stat- 
ed, that even La Roche himself 
has conceded, that during his 
last imprisonment, “Scrvetus 
was very imprudent and behav- 
ed himself like a madman.” p. 
67. 

And as to the “hercic constan- 
cy” of Servetus in his martyr- 
dom; when the fire was applied 
to the pile, “it is said, Servetus 
uttered a cry so terrible, as to 
appal the spectators.” p. 71. 

Thus far our author, as to the 
first Unitarian martyr. I con- 
fess, Sir, Servetus does appear, 
from the biography of our au- 
thor himself, a martyr worthy of 
the cause which he supported. 

But yeur readers will begin 
by this time to inquire how poor 
Calvin fares, in the hands of such 
a historian. I cannot stay to tell 
the whole story; but I will give 
them a specimen, from which 
they may very correctly con- 
clude as to the rest. 

Calvin and Servetus had a cor- 
respondence by letters. Servye- 
tus sent some theological ques- 
tions to Calvin, which the latter 
answered, and Servetus replied 
to his answer. In the next Ictter 
to Servetus, Calvin says, (as the 
biographer translates for us, cau- 
uiously omitting his original 
here,) “This nonsense is too ab- 
surd. Do not please yourself 
with such futile calumnies. 
Your calumny is too outrageous. 
I am astonished at your arro- 
gance. Who are you that you, 
would have us, despising the 
authority of Paul, by whom we 
know that Christ spake, give 
heed to your fictions:'—I! do not 
find in you the candor which an 
ingenuous. man cught to have. 
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If you have not made the deter- 
mination to fly from truth and 
oppose it, I will shew you in a 
few words, that you have mis- 
taken the meaning of Peter.” p. 
45. Now what is the sentence 
passed upon this uncourtly letter, 
by our biographer? ‘This reply 
of Calvin is in a style of brutal 
insolence.’ 

Let us now turn to a letter of 
Servetus, and see how he fares, 
when he transgresses the rules 
of decorum. 

Servetus wrote to Abel Pau- 
pin, one of the ministers of Ge- 
neva, and a particular friend of 
Calvin, respecting the subjects 
disputed by the former and Cal- 
vin thus: “Your Gospel is with- 
out the one God, without true 
faith, without good works. In- 
stead of the one God, you have a 
three-headed Cerberus; instead of 
true faith, you have a fatal delu- 
sion; and good works you say are 
empty shows. Faith with you 
is a mere outside coloring with- 
out efficacy. Man with you isa 
chimera, whose will is enslav- 
ed. &c. &e.”’ p. 47. 

Now, how does our biogra- 
pher, so offended at the want of 
politeness in Calvin, criticise up- 
on Servetus? Why, to be sure, 
“the language is In some parts 
coarse and violent, yet it discov- 
ersnoacrimony,nor malevolence; 
but the zeal of a sincere reform- 
er,andthe spirit and determina- 
tion ofa martyr.”’ And the letter 
is pronounced to be “in a high de- 
gree honorable to his character.” 
p- 47. 

Now, Sir, you have a fair 
specimen of the biographer’s 
treatment of Calvin and of Ser- 
vetus. Throughout the whole, 
hearly all which Calvin or his 


apologists say in his defence is 
stigmatized as gross prevarica- 
tion and falsehood; and nearly all 
which the martyr Servetus says, 
or the enemies of Calvin affirm, 
is regarded as true. A won- 
derful specimen of modern lib- 
erality, and of religion reformed 
“from some of its most gross 
corruptions,” to be sure! 

Mr. Editor, I have not one 
word to say about Calvin or Ser- 
vetus, by way of apology or at- 
tack. If Calvin sinned, what is 
that to the truth or falsehood of 
the system which he advocat- 
ed? When some of the apos- 
tles called fer fire to come down 
from heaven and consume the 
Samaritans who refused to re- 
ceive Christ, did they furnish 
proof to the world that the doc- 
trines which they preached are 
not true? Much might be said—. 
much has been said, for Calvin, 
I do not wish to attack or defend 
him. My only object is to shew 
how he fares in the hands of our 
biographer; and how an itiner- 
ant physician, who never would 
have been known to the world 
unless he had avowed extrava- 
gant errors, nor ecven then, if 
men had been wise enough to 
leave him to himself, grows, un- 
der the management of this U- 
nitarian biographer, into a most 
marvellous critic in various lan- 
guages; into the author of the 
most noble discovery in modern 
times made in his profession; and 
into a frofhet, and a martyr. 
Such is the liberality for which 
we are invited to forsake the 
good old ways of our fathers. 

I am, Mr. Editor, 

Your humble Servant, 
A FRIEND TO LIBERALITY: 
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CHARITABLE BANK. 


A correspondent has communi- 


cated, for insertion in the Pano- 


plist, an argument in favor of es- 
tablishing a bank, er banks, for 
the express purpose of furnish- 
ing a secure, convenient and ad- 
vantageous method of investing 
the property of minors, widows, 
and all persons, who are not able 
to use their property in any 
active pursuit. He urges the 
propriety of forming an institu- 
tion of this kind, as an exalted 
work of charity, and as a com- 
pliance with the Divine law, 
which requires provision to be 
made for the stranger, the fath- 
erless, and the widow. The 
communication is too long to be 
admitted into our work; and of 
this there is the less need, as 
it was a few years ago inserted 
in the Boston newspapers. The 
writer does net go into par- 
ticulars as to the contemplated 
mode of conducting the affairs 
of such an institution, of the 
amount of capital, and many 
other things, which must be 
considered in detail, should his 
plan ever be adopted. Nor 
does he decide, whether the 
whole capital, or only a party, 
should be composed ot the prop- 
erty of the persons described, 
leaving a part, In the latter case, 
to be taken up by the wealthy, 
and by men in active business, 


who would thus feel interested 
in the management of the whole. 

It did not escape our corres- 
pondent, we presume, that the 
widow, the fatherless, &c. can at 
any time become stockholders 
in any of the banks now in ex- 
istence, by paying a moderate 
sum in advance. Whether this 
would not be more safe, than to 
commence an cxperiment on a 
new plan, is certainly worthy of 
consideration. 

The last bank which was incor- 
porated in Connecticut has a pro- 
vision in favor of Charitable So- 
cieties, which might be adopted 
with advantage by the legisia- 
tures of other states, in future 
acts of incorporation. It is, if 
we remember rightly, in sub- 
stance as follows: Any charitable 
socicty in that state may at any 
time invest money in the bank 
at par, and will be entitled to 
dividends while the money re- 
mains thus invested. The society 
may not transfer the stock, but 
may withdraw the money invest- 
ed, on giving six months notice. 

A provision might doubtless 
be made on similar principles 
in favor of minors, or any other 
description of persons whom the 
legislature might think it expe- 
dient to patronize. 

Our correspondent has our 
thanks for his communication, 
though we could not avail our- 
selves of it in full. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS TO THE LON- 
DON MISSIONARY SOCIETY, MAY 13, 1815. 


( Concluded from p. 192. ) 
The brethren were anxiously expecting 


the arrival of Mr May, who has mani- 


Vor. IX, 


fested a peculiar talent for the religious 
instruction of children. After being long 
(but we trust not uselessly detained) ia 
America, by which circuitous route to 
India, the Directors were obliged to send 
him, he teok his passage from thence 
in February 1812, in the ship Harmovy 
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(together with some Missionaries of the 
American and Baptist Socicties,) and ar- 
rived at Port Louis, in the Isle of France, 

on the 8th of June, where, it is sineerely 

hoped, as well as at the Island of Bourbon 
and Madagascar, Missions may be estab- 
lished.* When Mr. May and his com- 
panions proceeded to In dia, and whether 
they have been pe rimitte d to proceed to 
the places of then ‘destination, the Diree- 
fors have not yet been able tolearn 


BELHARY. 


Tae information received from Mr. 
Hands, as well as from other quarters, 
concerning ‘he Mission at Belhary, is 
highly satisfactory, as he is proceeding 
prosperously in the three great and im- 
port: e engagements of preaching the 
word, translating the saered Seriptures, 
and supporting various schools; in which 
he is now assisted by a promising young 
Many a Mr. Tay lor, who appears to be the 
iirst fruits of his pious] labors in India. 

Mr. Hands regulariy preaches to the 
Muropeans, and his success appears to be 
considerable, especially among the sel- 
diers, many of whom are seriously dispos- 
ed. ‘Twenty or thirty of these meet to- 
rether several evenings in the week tor 
prayer, reading the Sertptnres, and 
Christian conversation. A library of 
thirty or forty volumes is formed for their 
use; many good books have been purchas- 
ed for them at Madras; and their advanee- 
tment In religious knowledge, experienee, 
and practice, has been remarkably great. 
They have also manifested thei love of 
religion, by making an unsolicited sub- 
seription of about fifty rupees for the pur- 
chase of lamps and other useful art rcles 

¢ the school, besides a montily subserip- 
fion to defray ‘the expense of lighting, &e , 
\ir. H. has reason to beheve that more 
than twenty of the soldiers (of the fiity- 
eixth regime nt of f at) have been brought 
io the Knowledve of the truth since they 

me to Belhary; and itis peeuliarly satis- 
ators io State, that oa the 27th of June, 
1812, a Christian church was for med there, 
into which twenty-seven persens were, 
on a profession of their faith in Christ, ad- 
mitted, and several more expressed their 
desire tobe added to their number. This 
pleasing event filled the heart of our dear 
brother with jov aud thankfuluess, and 


In the Isle of Ff) ance there are sat 1 
be 90,000 inhabi aniss and in the Js- 
lund of Bourdon 12 Os en both places 
et is probable that Missionaries would ih 
favorably received. The sta cof eligion 
in both is most deplorable; but their pos . 
se8sion Ly the Lemelich is lil. ei *y be we 6- 
APe live “i; vt rea! 5 5 @e tothe p oper 
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will doubtless be highly gratifying to this 
Socie ty. 

The school at Be thary flourishes: it con- 
tains arty fitty chil iren, most of whom 
have learned Di, Watts’s first catechism, 
some rained and portions of Scripture. 
‘The greater part ol these children were; 
be fore their adi:ission into the sehool, in 
amore wretched condiuon than that of 
the heathen; they have made good prog- 
ress in learning, and Mr. Fla nds eX presses 
hus | ‘os @ that many of them will be deliv- 
ered out of the mouth of the destroyer 
and become lambs of the Redeemer’ s 
flock. This _ Lis conduete dl hy a pious 
soldier, under che superintendanee of Mr. 
H. who has sdeek | trom several ladies 
and gentlemen, handsome contributions 
towards its Support. 

iy the assistance of some kind friends, 
he has been enabled to erect a Native 
School House im the Mlission garden, 
where ebout fifty children of different 
castes have been admitied. This school 
is chiefly under the tuition of a respecta- 
ble Bramin; brother of his Moonshee: 
and as the natives are extremely desirous 
that their children may learn English, Mr. 
Hands intends, as a stimulus to the sehool- 
ars in general, and asa reward to the 
most diligent, to scleet a few for that priv- 
ilege; this method of proceeding is likely 
to concilite the esteem of the parents, to 
win the hearts of the children, and to pre- 
pare the way for the gradual instruction 
of the people in the knowledge of Chris- 
tianity, without alarming their fears, er 
giving asudden shock to their prejudices. 

Mr. Hands continues to improve in the 
Kanarda* language, and is proceeding 
vith his translation of the Scriptures into 
it, of which he has sent us &@ neat specimen, 
Hle has not yet begun to preach publicly 
to the natives, but proceeds, as all Mis- 
sionaries must at the first, to converse 
with them in a familiar and affectionate 
manner; this increases his own ebility for 
speaking the language, and prepares their 
niinds for more public exhortations. 

W het Mr. Hands states coneerning the 
cisposition of the natives to hear the 
Gospel, is so well calculated to refute the 
olvections lately made against Missionary 
eflorts as dan gerous to the peace ot the 

country, that it deserves pecultur regard. 
W e shall quote his own words. 

“Phe peopl: in gencral are ready to 
a ar, ond to confess the foil y of thei> su- 
‘tina ‘titious customs, but not so reséy © 
eave them. They acknowledge the 6. 
periority of the Gospel of Christ, but do 


* This langeuave has been called also 
ihe Kurnata, but Wr. IL. thinks improper- 
lv. He calls it the Kanaada, but he saus 
of co utourly called the Canaree. 











* 
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not feel its power on their hearts; searecly 
a day passing without a visit from some 
of the most respectable natives at the 
Mission-house. A Vakecl belonging to 
the Court, generally visits rae two or three 
times a week, and has introduced me to 
the heads of villages who have come to 
Belhary to transact business in the Court; 
and | hope this will prove a considerable 
advantage to us when we bezin to itinerate 
in the surroundin, — illages.” 

While our worthy brother was thus 
proceeding in his Missionary career, he 
was greatly delighted with the cheering 
hope of soo enjoying at Belhary the ase 
sistance of lis dear brother and former 
fellow student, Mr. Thompson; for, to 
this promising station the Directors, the 
friends at Madras, and his own inclination 
all concurred to direet his conrse. But, 
alas! is it not in man that walketh to direet 
his steps. ‘The sovereign Disposer of hu- 
man events saw fit otherwise to determine ; 
and we bow in silence to the holy man- 
date. Mr. Thakegune, as the Society were 
informed last year, after residing for a few 
months at the Cape, where his labors 
were very acceptable and useful, procecd- 
el towards India, by the Isle of fe ranee, 
where he obtained valuable infor mation 

oneerning that built Bourbon and Mad- 
: agents ww; from thence he seiled to Caleutta, 
and from thence to Madvas, where he ar- 
rived March 22, 1812. Ile was there ad- 
vised to report himself, asis e xpected from 
strangers, at the Police Offiee, requesting 
perraission to go forward to Belhary. But 
when, upon inquiry, it was understood 
that Mr. Thomps on came from Eneland 
without license from th Le are ctors of the 
Fest India Company, he was informed that 
ve could net be allowed to pte >in India, 
bat must immediately return. The order 
Was as tollows: F 


3 udras Pe leer O fice, 
oMuy 22, 1812. 
“Rey, Sir, 

‘I AM Chr etod ts cevusint vou that the 
iio: orabl ‘tae Gove ori Couveil iS pre 
eluded, by the orders of the Supreme 
trovernment, irom permiiting you to re- 
sile in any plaee under chis Presiceres: 


vou will therefore return to the Isle of 


“ranee, or to Kurope by the first oppor- 


‘Sour obedient “crvant, 
6 i LY S ore . . 
oj. ft. STMMS. 


f 
an . ’ : 1 
“Snperintencant of Poticc 


Nik. Thompson, br the adviee of his 
Mends, addressed a respeétful letter to 
the Hon. the Governor on the subjecet; 
e several days without re- 


vit afier Ww Lit Db 
} i” whrhlerl @y 


: 
+. es ‘ 


See, . " 1, ai and 
Ge; ‘ving any snswer 9 fat : 


r 
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the Superintendant of Police, who inform- 
ed him, that if no answer was given, the 
order for his removal remained in fore bs 
andthat if he did not go, he should ™ 
ebliged to report it. Mr. Thor mpson ob- 
ser ved, that he had no means of obeying 
the order, and that the Missionary Societs 
had not authorized their agent to advane> 
him mony for that purpose. He wes 
then informed, that he should reecive a 
order to put him on board some vessel 
homeward bound, when a very small 
allowance would be given him for his pas- 
save, as he had come out without leave 
from the Company; and added, that he 
supposed it was the intention of Goveru- 
inent to put a stop to such endeavors 

It is impossible not to feel, on th'sr ecital, 
the most painfid regret that regutations, 
which were ovizinally made for commer- 
cial purposes only should now be employed 
toimped the progress of Christianity 
place under the Control of the East dia 
Company, a subject so intimately econnect- 
ed with the present and eternal happt- 
ness of many millions of the haman race. 
For the removal of such unrighteous re- 
strictions, the Sceicty applied to his Me} 
esty's Ministers; has petitioned the Ler- 
ielatare; and will continue imp ortunat Is 
to address the ‘Throne of Grace.* 


* The reflections of our dear departed 
brother, ina le ‘tter date d. May 12, TT ree 
not be unacceptable to the Soci ety. 

—Phere tsno appeal, as it is con- 
firmed by the highest aut) hortty not only in 
Fudia but ws England This* you may 
probab’y regard as a melancholy eveni 
bui no; regard it as an unwarrantable 
stretch Hy arbitrar y authoritu, water the 
Pa eat tead of the Chin ch will over-riule 

for the promotion of the interests of his 
“kingdom. For my own part, though J 
dee oply egret the less of time, and the iz- 
conveniences of annther voyage to i- 
rope and back; 2 feel no doubt that TI 
siiadi return, and! f heat this eecurrence will 
turn out to the P irtheraunce of the ‘ne 
pel. Lh: we not finee iq cemploin of in the 
Government here, for th teu act arreeably 
to the lett er of their inst ‘uctions; 2G of 
the Gavernment at hon ie, as when ihre 

Cha rier was given to the ( aden, 


« 


“ww, 


one 
there was little recard to suchan aceces- 


scan of te ohaging and it hud no view to 
the religion ofthe pr ople; and when the 
Toleration . ict 3 wus passed, the Puriia- 

Ct did NOt = ci} Mite that the fi atish 
ao man FOULS Tver » be 86 exrte NS? ve, or ti unt 
Christians won di feel tt their duty to com- 
nrunzcate the k NG Nalodwe of the Gospel to 
fore: ; Tht lands r ana t; ranean °C 220 fn ovision 
was made for sucha purpose. Consider- 
ine th it the vECRC? val of the hart: + i 78 
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This refusal of the Government to per- 
mit Mr. Thompson to proceed to Belha- 
vy, was soon followed by another event 
sill more distressing: —He had frequent- 
ly complained of a pain in his side, which 
was considered as the symptom of a liver 
disorder, which it was hoped would prove 
but.slight, but alas! its progress was rap- 
id and tatal. He had desisted only two 
Lord’s days from preaching, and was at 
chapel on the 21st of June. On the fol- 
lowing Thursday he bceame extremely ill, 
and danger was s»prehended; but his 
mind was presery:«d in peace, and he 
maintained a humile, yet confident and 
unshaken depends: ¢e on the atonement 

ov the great Redeciaer; while he renounc- 

ed, with a kind of indignant jealousy, any 
thing in himself in which he might glory; 
and although, through the extreme vio- 
lenee of his disorder, he could not, so 
frequently as he wished, express what he 
felt and enjoyed, yet, on two occasions he 
cheered the hearts of “his weeping friends, 
when he declared his jov in the Lord, and 
exhorted them to increasing zeal in his 
cause. Cran, said he, | never saw; Des 
Granges ] once saw; but Brain was my 


should it be said to those wha wish to dif- 
fuse the Gospel in India, that none had 
been prevented from peaceably exercising 

the functions of his office, nor any one 
sent home, any alteration mi cht be deemed 
wnnecessary; ‘but should che Government 
here insist on my return, I trust it will 
vive such an additional impulse to their 
evertions, who are desirous of such an al- 
teration, as will secure its attainment. 
“Mineis a case peceliariy in prens, as [ 
have sailed to no foreign port, under ne 
foreign colors, nov proceeded a step with- 
out the public sanction of the existing 
authorities, and am, in fact t, de ficie nt in 
nathing but the Compu ny’ s license 

Tt may not be improper, in this pl ace, to 
Pras ral he a pass SS &e J} Ont U he -tter write 
teri hu Mr. Hands on t his su bj ect. 

“T hope that this order for wr. 7 homp- 
son’sreturn will have a powerful effect 
on the minds of owr de r friends in Line 
land; and, thatif the Companys Charter 
greeter be renewed, they + will endeavor to 

rocure some. provision therein, for the 
erates lion of Protestant Missionaries in 


“India. Catholic Missionaries abound in 


imost every part of Inicio, they excite 
no notice nor suspician; and ure alowed 
to travel ahout as | please; why then 
should not we enjoy the sume liverty? 1 
new Cucholic chupel hus lately been erect- 
ed at Belhary, and a new Padre has late- 
iy ration ong Goa. All the persons who 
tend are Portuguese or Malabar peo- 
Py e, belonzing to the different nutive 
corps st tutioned here. = 


dear friend, companion, and fellow stu- 
dent. I shall soon see thema glory, and 
Swartz too;” and then, in a rapture of 
mind, and with exertion of body that was 
almost too much for his enfeebled trame, 
he added, “But I shall see Jesus, and that 
is the glory of all!” ‘Thus our dear Broth- 
er, though denied the expected privilege 
of preaching among the Gentiles “the un- 
searchable riches of Christ,” was highly 
favored by his rich grace in his departing 
moments, and expired with a hope full of 
immortality. 

To the Society, as well as to his rela- 
tions and friends, it is no small consolation 
to refleet, that he died in the house of 
our valuable brother Mr. Loveless, our 
Missionary at Madras; where he enjoyed 
all that attention which piety and friend- 
ship could afford in his painful cireum- 
stances: and this leads us to report briefly 
the circumstances of that faithful Mis- 
sionary at 


MADRAS. 


Mr. Lovetess has been, for several 
years, usefully employed as a teacher in 
the Male Asylum, and also in preaching 
the Gospel both to Europeans aud natives 

fiaving been enabled by their generous 
aid to erect a chapei in the Black Town, 
where he has met with considerable en- 
couragement, he has judged it expedient 
to resign his situation in the Asylum, 
that he may devote himself wholly to his 
proper employment in the ministry of the 
word, as more congenial with his office as 
a Missionary, for ‘which he has indeed 
inost ample scope in that great and popu- 
lous city; andit is the earnest wish of the 
Divectors that he may be assisted by the 
addition of another able laborer. The 
local situation of Mr. Loveless, together 
with his own prudence and zeal, have 
rendered him very useful to the othe 
stauons, espeeiaily to Vizagapatam and 
Belhary, both which ought io be strengih- 
ened by the addition of more Missione- 
ries, and we trust will be so, if the pres 
ent uujust and impolitie restrictions should 
be removed. But under the existing cir 
cumstances, and doubiful whether Me 
May and other Missionaries from «.t- 
ferent Societies, bave been permitted 
to res de in tndia, the Directors have late- 
ly written to Mr. Thom at the Cape, de- 
siring hia not to proceed until he shail 


have heard again fr ym home. ‘The Di. 
rectors, svn pathizing “ ith their Chris- 
tian brethren of the Baptist Missionary 


Society, in their heavy loss, occasioned by 
the fire which consumed the’ r printing 
office at Serampore, immediately on hear- 
ing of that disaster, cheerfully voted them 
one hundred guineas towards repairing 
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the damage:—a donation which they are 
eonfident that the whole Society will cor- 
dially approve. From India we naturally 
pass on to the adjacent island of 


CEYLON, 


We have the satisfaction to state that the 
hopes expressed in our last Report have 
been in a great degree realized. By the 
very laudable exertions of the present 
Governor, Sir Alexander Johnstone, the 
Honorable and Reverend Mr. Twisleton, 
and other friends of religion, the care of 
the schools has been revived. Our Mis- 
sionary, Mr. Ehrhardt, was appointed to 
visit the schools in the distriet of Matura, 
and enquire into the character and con- 
duct of the schoolmasters. Mr. Ehrhardt 
describes the greater part of those who 
have formerly been baptised by the 
Dutch, on merely being able to recite the 
Lord’s Prayer, the Ten Commandments, 
and Creed, as extremely ignorant of 
Christianity, and still living inthe constant 
practice of idolatry, having submitted to 
baptism only for worldly advantage. He 
says, they are exceedingly addicted to the 
worship of images, betore which they 
fall prostrate on the ground and pray, 
and this attachment to image worship ac- 
counts, in his opinion, for the success the 
Roman Catholics have had in making 
many proselytes, while the religion of the 
Protestants appears to them too simple, 
and is called by them “the Religion of the 
Company.” 

Mr. Palm, who has acquired the Ta- 
mul language, has been very assiduous in 
his eare of the schools, particularly at Til- 
lipaly; in which he has been much en- 
couraged by the Hon. Cel. Molesworth, 
(now Lord Molesworth,) who has been 
successful in establishing several other 
schools, one for the children of the Sea- 
poys, in the garrison of Ja‘Mnapatam, 
which includes a number of Hindoo, Mus- 
sulmans, and Portuguese,  children;* 
axother is under the care of Mr. Chris- 
tian David, (a native,) where the Laneas- 
terian system is adopted with success. 

Mr. Read, who teaches a school at 
-Imlamzoddy, is appointed to snperintend 
the schools (in number about twenty- 
eight) in the district of Galle. He found 
them in a deplorable state, owing partly 
1o the negligence of the masters, and 
partly to the reluctance of the natives to 
send their children to school. But there 
is reason to hope, that by the encourage- 
ment how given to the schools by the 


_* &The progress these boys madeina 
jow weeks was such, that several respec- 
Luhie persons, and of the hirhest Hiindoo 


cast, came and offered their sons to be 
4 3 %? 


? hak fs, ue ¥) - . ee 
Siku UCI }j i Ap C's; istitan reliaton 
~ 


Government, the increased diligence of 
the teachers, and the distribution of the 
Scriptures in the Cingalese language,T 
which may shortly be expected, thre Mis- 
sionary prospects will soon become much 
brighter, especially if some abie English 
Missionaries can be sent to labor there. 
“1 hope,” says a gentleman resident im 
Ceylon, “the Missivnary Society, and ail 
societies for promoting the glorious cause, 
will consider this, and strain every nerve 
to send some able teachers to this coun- 
try; never was such a haivest as is prepar- 
ed for the reapers.” 

The Directors have been informed, that 
Mr. Palm and Mr. Elirhardt have, by 
the kindness of Government, been ap- 
pointed to two of the chureies, and are 
so provided for, that the Sowety will be 
relieved from the expense of their future 
support. 

Before we quit this part of the globe, 
it will be proper to notice the efforts 
which have been made in this country, in 
favor of the 


LASCARS AND CHINESE, 


who, having navigated British vessels 
from India, usually reside some mouths 
in this metropolis, before their return. 
The Committee to whom tus business 
was entrusted, report, that in pursumg 
the object of their designation, they have 
not been exempt from ditheulties; but 
that they have engaged two persous, who, 
during their leisure hours, have, in the 
space of eight mouths, made considerable 
progress in the Bengalee language, im 
which they are able to readthe New Tes- 
tament with tolerable ease, and that each 
of them has translated two tracts into 
that tongue; and the Committee hope 
they will soon be enabled to converse 
with the Lasears on the subject of relig- 
ion, and ultimately prove oi great use to 
them;—a third also, has tor some mouths 
past, applied himself, in his leisure hours, 
tov the Chinese langaage, that he is uoless 
indefatigable in his pursuits, and that his 
prospect of success is no less pleasing 
than that of his fellow laborers before 
mentioned. ‘Phe Directors wext pass 
on to 
CUINA, 


an empire so vast, so populous, and so 
idolatrous, that itcannot be mentioned by 


{dn Auxiliary Bible Society has 
been formed in Ceylon, under the aus}i- 
ces of the Governor and most respecta- 
ble residents, from which, by the blessing 
of Heaven, the most pleasing results may 
be anticipated. The people will soon 
have the Scriptures not only in the Lamiet, 
but in the Cingalese language. 
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Christians without exciting entiments of 


the deepest coneern. On the shores of 


this immense country ovr excellent broth- 
er Mr. Morrison, has persevered, for 
several years, in his solitary, but most 
interesting labors—in translating, into 
the language of more than three hun- 
dred millions ot the benighted deseend- 
ants of Adam, the Seriptures of ‘Truth. 
Mr. Morrison, whose aequaintance with 
the Chinese langnage has, perhaps, sel- 
dom been exceeded by any European, has 
completed his Grammar of the Chinese 
language, which he has presente: to 
Lord Minto, Governor General of Ben- 
gui; he has printed his translation of the 
Gospel of Luke, a sinele copy of which 
h» has sent to the Directors, whose grat- 
iiude to the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, for their second generous dona- 
tion to Mr. Morrison, in aid of his Chi- 
nese version of the Seripture, induced 
them immediately to present that copy to 
the Committee, that they might deposit 
in their Biblicai Library a book of so 
much interest, and to the production of 
which they had so liberally contributed. 
‘Lhe Directors have alsa presented to the 
Committee, the only printed copy, 
transmitted from Vizagapatam, of the 
Gospel of Mark in the Telinga language, 
translated by our Missionavies. And the 
Jirectors feel a pleasure in again ae- 
knowledging with unfeigned respect and 
affection, their obligations to that excel- 
lent Society, in whose growing greatness 
and usefulness they exceedingly rejoice, 
for the readimess with which, on every 
application, they have furnished Bibles 
for their Missionary stations in different 
parts of the world. 

Mr. Morrison has transmitted to us the 
copy of an Edict, which was issued by 
the Emperor of China,* whereby print- 
ing religious books and establishing 
preachers are made capital offences. 
The Roman Catholie Miss:onaries at Pe- 
kin have been sil need, and some of them 
imprisoned, til they can be transported 
to Europe. Mr. Morrison, however, 
proceeds in his work undismaved, but 
with all necessary caution and pradenee. 
He has formed a Catechism in the Chi- 
nese language, and also a tract on the 
Way of Salvation. “I must,” he says, 
‘ton forward, trusting in the Lord. We 
wilh serupulously obey Governments, as 
far as their decrees do not oppose what is 
required by the Almighty; I will be care- 
ful not to invite the notice of Government. 
L am, though sensible of my weakness, 
pot discouraged, bat thankful that my 
own most sanguine hopes have been 


* See a copy of this Edict in No. 
XXIV of the Masstonary Traneactiens. 


more than realized. Inthe midst of dis- 
couragement, the practicability of acquirs 
ing the language, in no very great length 
of time, Oi translating the Seriptures, and 
of having them printed in China, has 
been demonstrated. Lam grateful to the 
Divine Being, for having employed me ia 
this good work, and should [ die soon, it 
will afford me pleasure in my last mio- 
ments.’—"When [ am dead, God may 
raise up some Chinese who will republish 
these, and thereby proe!aim to the mil- 
lions of his countrymen, the Unity of 
God, the redeiaption that is in Christ, with 
all its preceeding and consequent doctrines, 
and these may leat to the eternal life of 
many. Little ashas been done, I did not 
expect, four years ago, that by this time 
so much would have been effected; if the 
labor had been a million times more, } 
should not have regretted it.” 

The Directors hope that, not withstand- 
ing the Imperial Edict (which, there is 
reason to think, will not be severely aci- 
ed upon, especially in the provinces, ) 
many copies of the Trauslation will, by 
means of merchants and sailors who fre- 
quent Prinee of Wates’s Istand, Java, 
and other adjzeent ¢ountries, find their 
way into the heart ot the empire, and 
that God will bless his own word to the 
salvation of many, aml possibly the very 
prohibition may excite in the people a 
greaier curiosity to obtain aud peruse it 

Mr. Morrison having freqrently com- 
plained of being left to serve alone in this 
great work, and fearing that in ease of his 
death it might be for a long time suspend- 
ed, the Directors have sent forth Mr. 
Milne, by the way of the Cape, who they 
hope will prove an a ceptable fellow labor- 
er. The Dhireetors lave also, aeeording 
to Mr. Morrison’s earnest recommenda- 
tion, determined on commencing a mis- 
sion to the populous island of Jawa, in 
which it is said there are thirty miilions 
of inhabitants, including two hundroe 
thousand Chinese, among whom the 


Sertptures may be freely distributed. It 
ought not to be forgotten, that the zeal of 


our worthy brother bas also been mani- 
fested by promoting among the Furopesn 
residents at Canton a subseription towards 
the Auxihary Dibte Society at Caleatia, 
to the treasurer of which he bas transmit: 
ted two hundred and eighty-five dollars 


WEST INDIES. 
TOBAGG 
Ir was the intention of the Directors, 25 
intimated in the last Report. to remove 


Mr. Ejlint to New Cartisle, but they have 
\ telded to lis wishes to eantinue for alan 
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wer time at Tobago. The chapel erected 
ere, which will seat about two hundred 
persons, was opened in May last, and a 
tolerable number of persons, both white 
and black, attended. Mr. Elliot hopes 
that his labors are not altogether fruitless; 
the morals of many of the negroes are im- 
proved, and one of the managers informs 
him that he frequently hears them reprov- 
ing each other for sin; a few also seem to 
be truly concerned for the salvation cf 
their souls. A serious gentleman from 
England who visited the island, and ob- 
served Mr. Elliot’s labors, has given the 
Jireetors a more fay orable report of the 
Mission than they had before received. 
There seems also to be a prospect of re- 
ducing the expense of the Mission, by 
tle contributions of some of the planters. 


TRINIDAD. 


At Trinidad, Mr. Adam continues to 
preach to the white aud colored people, 
and to the slaves, in the chapel which he 
tins erected at the town called Port of 
Spain, as well as in other parts of the 
islands laboring not oaly on the Lord’s 
lays, Due at fre: quent meetings held in the 
i eek, ior the plirpose of catechising the 
negroes,- We believe that Mr. Adam la- 
bors poh faithfully. and usefully, but 
through the failure of bi isiness, the want 
of intereourse with America, and the ex- 
travagant price of provisions, the ex- 
pense of this Mission is extremely 
great. 


DEMARANA., 


Mr. Wray still labors at Le Resouvenir, 
in the colony of Demarara. Soon efter 
his return from England, a proclamation 
was issued by his Excellency Governor 
Carmichael, agreeable to the directions is- 
sued by the “Government at home, by 
which the liberty of the negroes to a tend 
the instruction of the Missionaries was 
considerably enlarged. ‘he preamble to 
this proclamation siated, that the Governor 
had received instructions frora the Prince 
Regent to recal a former (restrictive) pro- 
clame tion, “and to give every ail to Mis- 
siouaries in the instruction of reli gion.” 
This public measure was accompanied 
with the most friendly assurances of the 
Governor to the Missionaries of his sup- 
port, as he considered their exertions to 
be highly useful to the community. — His 
Lxcel leney was also pleased to ‘make a 
handsome present towards the support of 
the Mission. He also desired them to 
undertake the instruction of the sold‘ers’ 
children, for which a small salary is to be 
allowed. ‘The good effect of this magisteri- 
al enceupagementsoon became app: went ie 


the attendance of the slaves, six or seven 
hundred of whom attend Mr. Wray’s 
ministry, aud some of them from a consid- 
erable distance: from thirty to fifty slaves 
attend thrice a week to learn to read, 
oi many more who live at a distance 
‘ach eachother. Several have been bap- 
tohed and admitted to the Lord’s Supper 
during the last year. his Mission, in 
consequence of the distressed state of the 
colony, has become this year far more ex- 
pensive than before. 

Mr. Davies has finished and opened a 
large chapel at George Town (formerly 
culled Stac ‘brock) hich is attended by a 
very considerable number of people of 
different colors. Itis supposed that about 
10U00 negroes attend. ‘The inhabitnnts of 
the town contributed more than 6001. to- 
wards the building, and about 601. was 
subseribed by the poor negroes, who gave 
half a bit (or two-peuce-halfpenny ) cack. 

Bat the debt still remaining on the place 
isvery large. An Auxiliary Missi sionary 
Society, including people of color and 
slaves, has reeently been formed at 
George Town, whose subscriptions amount 
to 8 ol. 


BERBICE, 


A new, and we trust, a wide door of use- 
fulness appears to be openingin the ad- 
joining colony of Berbice, distant from 
Demarara «bout seventy miles. Several 
estates in thiscolony beloms to the British 
Crown, and are vow under the direetion 
of Commissioners who are disposed to er- 
eourage the instruction of the slaves. 
‘These gentlemen, who are well se. 
quainted with the valuable serviees of My, 
\ ray, have made a proposal to him to 
remove to Berbice, and undertake, with 
the consent of the. Directors, the relic. 
ious eare ot the negroes, W ho are very 
numerous. ‘lo ths proposal the Direc- 
tors, unwilling as they are to relinguish 
the services of Mr. Wray, have consent- 
ed, in hopes of his more extensive use- 
fulness, and ine xpe ctation that his ple Lee 
at Demarava will be well supplicd,of which 
they have some prospect, three ‘Missic Oi 
aries who had been edueated at Berlin 
nud Rotterdam having been sent over to 
mene by the Dutch Socie ty, in conse- 

uence of their own inabil lity to employ 
chone. One of these Missionaries is at 
present intended for Java, and two others 
for Demarara or Berbiee. The whole ex- 
pense of the Mission at Berbice will be 
defrayed by the Commissioners. 


OTANEITE, 


l’rom the Missionaries who returned to 
Qtaheite trom New South Wales ia 
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May or June 1811, at the eafnest re- 
quest of the King of the island, the Diree- 
iors have not yet reeeived any le Ler; 
nor have they been favored with any in- 
formation concerning them from the Rev. 

Mr. Marsden at Port Jacksou, since his 
letter of September 21, 1811. The last 
information ts from Mr. Davies, who had 
embarked for Otaheite, dated Paramatta, 
October 14, 1811,*in which he fully states 
the reasons which determined him and 
several more of the Missionaries to re- 
sume the undertaking, their willingness to 
encounter any difficulties which might oc- 
eur, and their cheerful expectation of ulti- 
mate success. Mr. and Mrs. Davies have 
probably followed their companions to 
Otaheite. The Directors have long been 
anxious to hear of their sate arrival, aad 
agreeable ree eption at the island; but so 
difficult is it to maintain a communication 
with this distant part of the earth, that 
they and the Society must still exercise 
their patience. The Directors, however, 
have repeatedly written to the Missiona- 
ries, and have also sent out supplies, to 
the care of Mir. Marsden, of sueh articles 
as they are supposed to need. 


CANADA, 


Mr. Saart, who left England in June 
1811, is now at Elizabeth Town in Upper 
Canada, where he found the state of things 
rather unpromising; but he has had the 
satisfaction of seeng the congregation 
much increased, from about sixty to two 
or three hundred, and their attention to 
the word greatly improved. He has rea- 
son to hope that his labors have been use- 
ful to the souls of his hearers. ‘Their 
attention,” he say s, “to the preached 
Gospel, for the last six er nine months, is 
such as I never witnessed in England; their 
anxiety for my comfortable and permanent 
settlement was also very great.’ This 
pleasing prospect, however, is for the pres- 
ent beclouded by the breaking out of the 
war between America and Britain, and un- 
happily Mr. Smart’s station is at the very 
seat of it. Battles have been fought in the 
immediate vicinity, and a ball from an 
American fort at Oswegatche passed be- 
tween the neck of his horse and his own 
body, as he was returning from preaching 
in the neighborhood. When he wrote 
last, it was within the sound of the cannon; 
hitherto however he has been preserved, 
and he entreats the prayers of the Socie- 
ty. His preaching cireuit is considerable, 
tending fifty miles in length, and twen- 
ty-five in breadth; but his strength has 
been proportioned to his labors. 
Mr. Cox, who was intended for St. 
Marv’s Falis, reeeived so discouraging an 


account ofthat place that he thought it his 
duty not to proceed to it, until he heard 
from the Directors; who, on the consider- 
ation ot the subject, consented to his stay- 
ing in Canada, where many who wish to 
hear the word, are totally destitute of it. 

Mr. Cox was for a short time at Matilda, 
but soon removed to Augusta, in the county 
of Granville, where his labors have proved 
very acceptable. 

Mr. Spratt, who went to America, with 
a view of proceeding to India, having been 
so ill at Philadelphia that it was judged al- 
together improper for him to venture on 
such a sultr v climate, has removed for the 
present to Quebec, where he supplies the 
congregation of Mr. Dick, while on a visit 
to this country. His health is improved, 
and we hope that hereafter he will be able 
to take a part in some important Mis- 
sion. 

The Directors, yielding to the solicita- 
tions of some pious friends deeply inter- 
ested in the religious welfare of Newfound- 
land, have consented to send Mr. Hyde, 
. - was for a short time at Gosport, to 

John’s, at present destitute of a min- 
, where he is to preach for a year or 
two, till the people are provided with a 
settled pastor; and then to labor in other 
parts of the island, where the Gospel is 
most needed, and to which the providence 
of God may appear to direct. 

The Directors have not yet been able to 
send a minister to New Carlisle, though 
the people in that country are yery desir- 
ous of hearing the word. 


MALTA. 


Mr. Btiomrretp, who was sent out in 
1811, to promote the knowledge of the 
Gospel among the Greeks, was directed to 
reside for a time at Malta, where he might 


have an opportunity to learn the Italian 


language, and to perfect himself in the 
modern Greek, as well as to obtain the 
best information concer ning the places to 
which he might afterwards direct his 
course. 

Mr. Blomfield applies himseif diligently 
to the modern Greek, and has made pro- 
gress in writing and speaking it. He is 
anxious to pursue the principal object ot 
his Mission, “and has had pressing invita- 
tions to the Island of Zante. Inthe mean 
time he preaches to a number of Eng- 
lishmen resident at Valetta, and it is be- 
lieved with spiritual advantage to many. 
He is also active in distributing copies ol 
the Seriptures, of Dr. Doddr idee? s Rise 
and Progress in Italian, and re ligious tracts. 
some of which are sent to Sicily, &e. He 
was informed that a gentleman who visit 
ed the Morea, left two Greck Testament4 
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at a convent, with which the inhabitants 
were so delighted, that they rang the bells 
for joy, and performed some extraordinary 
religiousceremony. Malta appears, from 
its commercial and local circumstances, to 
be an important Missionary station, and if 
Mr. Blomfield proceeds to the continent 
or to the Greck islands, it seems desirable 
that he should be succeeded by a» able and 
active minister of the Gospel, who may 
have opportunity to render essential ser- 
yices to the cause of true religion in ail 
the countries bordering ou the Mediter- 
ranean. 


SEMINARY. 


‘The present number of the students at 
Gosport is nine. Five of these, Mr. Skin- 
ner, Mr. Dawson, Mr. Kempton, Mr. 
‘Thomson, and Mr. I yvie are regalar stu- 
dents. Mr. Le Brua and Mr. Bellot (of 
Freneh extraction) are in part supported 
by the Society, and are under its patron- 
age. Mr. Kain and Mr. Bruckner, who 
had previously studied at Berlin aud Rot- 
terdam, sojoucn at Gosport only until they 
are ready to depart for foreign stations. 
All are diligent in their studies, devoted 
to the work, and promise to be useful 
Missionaries of Jesus Christ. An addition 
to the number of students is likely soon to 
be ipade. 

FRENCH PRISONERS. 


As our boly religion teaches us to love 
éyen our enemies, the Directors thought it 
their duty yto pay some attention to the 
French Prisovers in different parts of this 
country. At the depots of Forton, and 
Porcliester, near Gosport, and on board 
the prison sbips in Portsmouth harbor, the 
Rev. Mr. Perrot from Guernsey, and the 
sindents at the Rey. Mr. Bogue’s, have, 
by the perniussion of Government, preach- 
ed the Gespel, and established among the 
prisoners litle libraries of useful books, 
including Dr. Doddridge’e Rise and Pro- 
gress, in Freneh aod Italian, and Mr. 
Bogue’s Essay, a large edition of which has 
lately been printed. The Rev. Messrs. 
Cope of Launceston, and Cobbin of Credi- 
ton, have also taken the pains to travel te 
the prison at Dartmoor, where they have 
repeatedly preached to the numerous pris- 
oners, distributed tracts, and established 
Jibraries of a similar nature to those at 
Forton and Porchester. 


The Directors now submit to the ean- 
dor of the Society this brief recital of their 
proceedings, and thus conelude the duty 
of their ottice for the yeat. To the best 
of their ability they have conducted the 
affairs of this Institution, which are annu- 
ally growing in extent and unportance. 


Vor. IX. 


The number of Missionaries employed by 
this Soeiety has been continually mereas- 
ing, as the Directors have been assiduous 
both in establishing new Missions, and in 
augmenting the ciliciency of those prev!- 
ously commenced. In the populous re- 
gions of British Lodia, a boundicss fidld 
presents itself to the laborers, and a work 
is begun which already promises a ;lesti- 
ful harvest. In Afriea, several favored 
spots begin to blossom as the rose; and in 
the Western Isles many of ihe sable and 
ensiaved children of {fam are reudered by 
the Gospel of Jesus, “irce indeed.” Many 
more laborers are ready to couseerate 
their services to the Lord, saving, “tLiere 
are we; send us.” While tke triends of 
the lastitution, more liberal than ever, es- 
pecially in the formation of aumerous 
Auxiliary Sceieties, by pouring their abun- 
dance into our treasury, loudly and. prac- 
tically say—‘E:nlarge the place of thy 
tent, and let them streteh forth the cur- 
tains of thy habitation: spare not; lengthen 
thy cerds, and strengthen thy stakes; for 
thou shalt break forth on the right band 
and on the leit, and thy seed shall inherit 
the Gentiles, and make the desolate citics 
to be inhabited.” 


Receipts and Disbursements from April 
1, 1812, to April1, 1813. ~ 


Amount of Collections, Sub- 
scriptions, Donations, Div- 





idends, &e. - - - - - 133771. 45 
Balance due te the Treas- 

urer, brought from last ac- 

count - - - = = - 1,18%/. 8 7 


Disbursements on aceount of 
the several Missions 8,985 10 3 

The purchase of sundry Ex- 
chequer Bills - - - - 5,101 


or 
a | 





Balance in the hands of the 


15,271 45 
Treasurer - - - - - - 106 0 
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LETTER FROM MR. MILLS. 


Messrs. Samuel J. Mills and John F. 
Schermerhorn were employed by the 
Connectient and Massachusetts Mission- 
ary Societies to make a tour through the 
south-western parts of the United States, 
not only to preach as missionaries, but to 
gain information as tothe siate of religion 
in that immense tract of countrv. The 
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Yollowing extracts are from a letter writ- 
ten by Mr. Mills to the Trustees of the 
Connecticut Missionary Society, and 
have been published in the Connecticut 
Evangelical Magazine. 


“[ rerr Mariettathe 24th of October, 
1812, and proceeded down the Ohio river. 
On the 25th, (Sabbath) preached at Bel- 
prie, a New England settlement. Thence 
proceeded through Galliopolis, to Chili- 
cothe where I arrived Nov. 2d, preaching 
oceasionally on the way, and distributing 
the Constitution of the Ohio Bible Socie- 
ty. The prospect was favorable, as it re- 
spects the increase of the funds of the 
Society; at least as much so as could be 
expected. On the 7thecame to Spring- 
field, on the head waters of the Little 
Miami. Here,I tarricd two or three 
days, detained on account of the rain, 
and waiting for Mr. Schermerhorn, who 
left Marietta the same day that I did. 
Ife went up the, Muskingum, and came 
on by Zanesville and franklinton to 
Springfield, where he arrived the 10th. 
We proceeded on our way to Dayton, 
and put up with Dr. Welch, the Pres- 
byterian minister residing in that place. 
From Dayton, I came on to Lebanon, 
near the Little Miami, and thenee to Cin- 
¢innati. Brother Schermerhorn went 
down the -Big Miami by Franklin to 
Cineinnati, at which place we both arriv- 
ed the 17th of November. 

**] shall at this time only mention the 
number of Presbyterian ministers, in the 
state of Ohio, south and west of New 
Connecticut. By recurring to the census 
of 1810, you may form some idea of the 
rebgious state ot this part of our westeru 
country. LIshall name those counties that 
lave one or more Presbyterian ministers, 
residing within their limits. Those not 
named are destitute. Columbiana county, 
one; Jefferson, four; Belmont, one; 
Aihens, one; Delaware, two; Fairfield, 
one; Licking, one; Muskingum, one; 
Pickaway, two; Ross, two; Kuoox, one; 
Washington, one; Montgomery, one; 
Warren, one; Highland, ove; Hamilton, 
two; Butler, one; in the whole state, 
New Connecticut excepted, twenty-four. 
‘Phese ministers have one church at least 
innder their care, some have two or three. 
‘there are three Congregatienal minis- 
ters in this part of the state,—Mr. Pot- 
ter, residing near Steubenville, has no 
charge; Mr. Robbins in Washington 
county; and Mr. Harris in Licking county. 

“South of New Connecticut, few Bibles 
or religious tracts have been received for 
distribution among the inhabitants. ‘The 
Sabbath is greatly profaned; and but few 


good people can be found in any one 


phyce. There are, however, a number of 


Societies which are wishing to obtain min- 
isters for settlement for a part of the time 
at least, more commonly for six montlis 
in the year. The New Light Societies 
have been numerous in the western part 
of the state; but are at present fast deciin- 
ing. They had lately, in their connexion, 
7 ordained preachers and 6 licentiates. 
The Baptists are somewhat numerous in 
certain parts of the state. But the Meth- 
odists, according to their own calculation, 
are far the most numerous religious de- 
nomination, in the state of Ohio, south of 
New Connecticut, which is in my opinion, 
far the most desirable part of the state; 
certainly as respects the moral and relig- 
jous habits of the people living there. 
They are far advanced above any portion 
of country of equal extent and population, 
west of the mountains. The Shakers 
have a village 25 miles in a northern di- 
rection from Cincinnati. They reekon 
their number at about 400. I believe 
they are not increasing at the present 
Lime. 

“From Cincinnati Mr. Schermerhorn 
aud myself came down the river Ohio to 
Laurenceburgh in the Indiana territory. 
Left that place the 2ith of Nov. crossed 
the Ohio into Kentucky, and came down 
the river about 50 miles; then again eros- 
sed over into Indiana, and came down 
some miles on that side of the river; then 
crossed back into Kentucky, aud contin- 
ued our course within 30 miles of the 
falls of the Ohio, preaching occasionally. 
We found the inhabitants in a very desti- 
tite state; very ignorant of the doctrines 
of the Gospel; and in many instances with- 
out Bibles or any other religious books. 
The Methodist preachers pass through 
this country in their cireuits occasionally; 
but do very little, I fear, towards aiding 
the people in obtaining a true knowledge 
of the doctrines of the Bible. There are, 
in the Indiana territory, according to 
the last census, 24,520 inhabitants; and 
thereis but one Presbyteriau minister, 
Mir. Seott, living at Vincennes. The 
NMcthodists and Baptists are considerably 
numerous. In the Lilinois territory, con- 
taining more than 12,000 people, there is 
no Presbyterian or Congregational minis- 
ter. ‘There are a number of good people 
in the territory who are anxious to have 
such ministers amongst them. They like- 
wise wish to be remembered by Bible and 
Relizious Tract Societies. 

‘‘}eaving the river, we proceeded on 
our way through Frankfort, an easterly 
course to Lexington, where we arrived 
December 5th. We put up with Mr. 
Blyth and soon beeame acquainted with a 
number of good people. During our stay 
at Lexington, we assisted in reorganizing 
the Constitution of the Bible Society, 











PT. 


min- 
time 
ntlis 
ties 
part 
tiin- 
10n, 
iLes, 
$ in 
eth- 
jon, 
de- 
h of 
ion, 
ate; 
slig- 
ere. 
tion 
on, 
ers 
di- 





> 


fe 


#818, 


which had been instituted a year or two 
before; but on too restrictive principtcs. 
it had done but little towards advancing 
the great object for which it was estab- 
lished. ‘The prospect was, when we left, 
that 11 would soon become much more 
extensively useful. Of 500 Bibles, which 
had been committed to our care, by the 
New York Bible Society, we directed 100 
to be sent tothe Managers of the Ken- 
tucky Society, for distribution. ‘There 
are, in the siate of Kentucky, as nearly 
as we could ascertain, 33 Presbyterian 
ministers, 61 churches, and 1,200 commu- 
nicants. ‘here is a Presbytery, called 
the Cumberiand Presbytery, which has 
detached itself from the Synod of Ken- 
iucky. Part of this Presbytery is within 
ue limits of Tenunessee. There are be- 
longing to it LI ministers, and about 1,000 
communicants. ‘The number of churches 
we didnotlearn. ‘The Baptists are very 
numerous in this state. They have 142 
preachers, 263 churches, and 21,660 com- 
nvunicants. The denominaiion called 
New Lights have 15 ministers, 20 church- 
es, and 1,000 commuvieants. ‘There are 
aiso 6 Roman Catholic priests, and 12 
places of worslup. A Roman Catholic 
church has lately been buiit in Lexington. 
The Methodists are less numerous ‘han 
the Baptists; but there are considerable 
numbers of them in different parts of the 
State. 

“We left Lexington on the 14th of 
December, and procecded on our way to 
Na-bville, in Tennessee, where we arrived 
the 28th. On the 29th rode to Franklin, 
20 miles from Nashville, and put up with 
Mr. Blackburn. Durivg our stay in this 
part of Tennessee, we consulted with a 
uumber of pious people, with regard to 
the expediency of forming a Bible Society. 
They decidedly favored the object. Mr. 
Biackburn thought there would not be 
time to collect the people, aud form a 
Constitution during our stay. He engag- 
ed that he would exert bimself in favor of 
the object, as did ethers, men of piety and 
influence. We leit with him a copy of 
the Constitution of the Bible Society form- 
ed in the state of Ohio; and wrote to Mr. 
Robbins of Marietta, requesting him to 
send to Nashville, for the benefit oc the 
Society about to be formed in that ne gh- 
borleod, 50 of the 500 Bibles which were 
i nt fo Lim from Pittsburgh. fn 
Los s.ate of Teunessee, there are 22 Pres- 
by lerian ministers, and 45 churches. The 
Methodists are much more numerous; 
about 80 ordained preachers, 125 licenti- 
ates, 13,500 whites in society, and 500 
blacks. ‘The Baptists have in this state 
au number of societies. 

“We consulted with Mr. Blackburn on 
the expediency of pursuing our course 
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down the river to New Orleans. He ad- 
vised us to go, and assisted in making the 
necessary preparations. It was thought 
best for us to deseend the river. Gener- 
al Jackson’ was expecting to go in a few 
days, with about 1,500 Volunteers to 
Natchez. Mr. Blackburn introduced us 
tothe General, who, having become ac- 
quainted with our design, invited us to 
take Passage on board his boat. We ac- 
cepted the invitation; and after providing 
some necessary stores for the voyage, 
and making sale of our horses, we em- 
barked the 10th of January 1813. We 
came to the mouth of the Ohio the 27th, 
where we lay by three days on account 
of the ice. On the 3ist we passed New 
Madrid; and the 16th of February arrived 
at Natchez. 

‘During our stay at Natchez and the 
vicinity, we introduced the subject of the 
formation of a Bible Society, for the ben- 
efit of the destitute in the Missisippi ter- 
ritory. The professedly religious people, 
of the different denominations, appeared 
anxious for the establishment of an Insti- 
tion of this kind. A proposal was drawn 
up for a meeting of those disposed to aid 
the object andthe time and place of the 
meeting agreed upon. At the time ap- 
pointed, a number assembled, and chose 
a Committee to prepare a Constitution, 
to be presented to those disposed to sign 
it, at a second meeting which was to be 
held at Natchez, three weeks from the 
first mecting. We left with the Commit- 
tee a copy of the Constitution we had with 
us, to which the one formed for the Mis- 
sisippi territory, will most likely be simi- 
lar. The Bible Socicty for this territory 
will be supported by a number of the 
most influential characters, both civil and 
religions. We ¢ngaged to send them 
100 Bibles, and have given directions that 
they should be forwarded to Natchez. 
We likewise encouraged them to hope for 
further donations of Bibles from other So- 
cieties; and engsged, upon our return, to 
represeut their state to the Bible Socie- 
tics of Philadelphia, Conneeticut, anil 
Massachusetts. As those who engaged in 
the formation of the Society, entered up- 
on the subjectin a very spirited manner, 
we doubt not the result will be a happy 
one. ‘There are at present 4 Presbyteri- 
an ministers in the territory, and 5 or 6 
churches, Whole number of communi- 
cauts 1135, The Baptists have 6 mjnisters 
and 5 licentiates, about 15 churches, and 
494 communicants, The number of the 
Methodists is about equal to that of the 
Baptists. 

“Before we left Natchez, we (with 
Mr. Blackman the chaplain who attended 
the Tennessee Volunteers) obtgined 4 
subseription of more than 109 dollars, far 
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the benefit of the Tennessee Bible Society. 
This subscription was made by the officers 
prine:paliy. ‘The prespeet was that it 
would be very considerably inereased, be- 
fore they left that pert of the country. 
We were treated with great attention by 
the General and oifcers; and were more 
obliged to them tor their subseription to 
the Tennessee Society , than if it bad been 
made to us. 

“We left the Natehez the 12th of 
March, and went on board a fiat bottom. 
ed boat, where our accommabiions were 
but indiferent. ‘The weather \2s gener- 
ally pleasant, and we avrived et “cw Or- 
leans the 19th. We might So: taken 
passage in the steam beat, and siould have 
done so, hadit not been for the extra ex- 
pense we must have incurred. The usu- 
al rate each passenger pays in the steam 
boat from Natchez to New Orleans is 18 
dollars; whereas cur passage was but little 
more than 6 dollars for both of us. The 
distance is 590 miles. For 100 miles 
above New Orleans, the banks of the riv- 
er are clearetl, and in descending the riv- 
er you pass many verv elegant plantations. 
The whole of this distance, the bank ap- 
pears like one continued village. The 
greater part of the inhabitants are Freneh 
Catholics, ignorant of almost every thing 


except what relates to the inerease of 


their property; destitute of schools, Bibles, 
and religious instruetion. In attempting 
to learn the religious state of these peo- 
tle we were freque utly tod, that they 
had no Bibles, and thot the priests did not 
allow of their distribution among them. 
An Ameriean, who had resided two or 
three years at a plaee, which has the ap- 
pearauce of being a flourishing  settle- 
ment, and has a Cathotie chureh, mformed 
me ‘that he had not seen a Bible during 
his stay at the setilerment. He added, 
fhat he hed heard a women irom the state 
ot New York had lately brought one into 
the place. 

“Upon our arrival at New Orleans, 
we were soon made gequainted with a 
jew Vcligious people. The number of 
those posse ssing this character, in. this 
place, we are constrained to be lieve is 
small. We found here a Baptist minister, 
who has been in the city a few months, 
but expects to leave the place soon, He 
is a sensible man, and to appearance a 
Christian. Idoubt not, he has labored 
faithfully in the service of his Mactcr. 
There is no Protestant chureh in (li: city. 
Attempts have been nade ts obtain 2 sub- 
scription for building one, bat have failed. 
There is at the present time .a Methodist 
preacher in the place. I helieve he ex- 
pects to leave it soon. The Catholic priests 
will then be the only professedly religious 
teachers in the tity. 


‘Soon after our arrival, we introtluced 
the subject of a Bible Society. It directly 
met the wishes of the religious people 
with whom we had become acquainted> 
As we had letters of introduction to Gov- 
ernor Claiborne, we called upon him in 
company with a friead. The object of 
our coming to the phice was stated to him, 
and he approved ot it. A proposal for a 
meeting was readily signed by hin, and 
by 12 of the members of the I egisiature 
who. were then in session. About 20 
more, principally merehants belo ging to 
the city, added their names to tlie fist. 
At the time appointed for estublishing a 
Society, the greater part of those who 
subseribed to the proposal met. Previous 
to the mecting, a Constitution had been 
formed; and was presented for their ap- 
probation, shouid it meet the wishes of 
those present. ‘The Constitution was read 
and considered, article by articie, and 
alopted. It provided that the number 
of Managers should not be less than 12, 
nor more than 24. The Managers were 
to choose the other officers of the Soe iety. 
After signing the Constitution, the man- 
agers were chosen, about 20, some resid- 
ing in the country, but the greater part in 
the city. The Managers proceeded to 
the choiee of oficers. General Ben- 


‘Jamin Morgan was e hosen Presi ident, and 


‘Dr. Dow, Vice-President. ‘The rat » paid 
by those who become members is fixed 
at 5 dollars, upon signing the paper, and 
the yearly tax upon ¢ each member is 3 
dollars. “Ail present appeared much grat- 
ified with the opening prospect 

“We find that, in order to have the 
Pihie cireulate freely, especially among 
the Catholics, the edusent of those hig h 
in office must be obtained. We are fré- 
quently told that the Catholic pricsts 
would , by ho means favor the object. 
We were referred to Father Antonio, as 
he is called, who has greater influence vith 
those of his or der than even the Bishop, 
who has lately arrived from Baltimore. 
lf the coasent of the former coukl be ob- 
tained, 't was allowed by those with whom 
we conversed, that much might be done 
towards distributing the Seviptures anoog 
the French Catholies. We took a con- 
venient opportunity to eal upon the Rev- 
erend Father. The subeet was meution- 
ed tohim. He said he should be pieased 
to have the Bible circulate atmong those 
of his order; and that he would approve 
cr the translation distributed by the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society. tn addi- 
tion to this, he said he would aid in the 

irenlation of the Scriptures, should an 
opportunity present. We enquired of 
him, whether the priests in the different 
parishes would lke w ise favor the good 
work? At this enquiry he seemed sur 











prised, and answered, 
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“How can you 
doubt it? It is for their interest to eircu- 
jate the Seriptures.” Upon this point, 
our sentiments were hardly in unison. 
However, we felt no disposition tofeontra- 
dict him. We have sinee called upon the 
Bishop. He also gave his consent, and 
said he weuld eontribute in favor of the 
infant Institution. This disposition in the 
Catholic priests to favor the circulation of 
the Seriptaures has very much surpris- 
ed all with whom we have conversed 
on the subject in the oity. The priests 
acknowledge the nakedness of the land. 
Father Antonio gave it as his opinion, 
that we should very rarely find a Bible in 
any of the French or Spanish Catholic 
families, in any of the parishes. And the 
Bishop remarked, that he did not believe 
there were 10 Bibles in the possession of all 
the Catholic families in the state; and these 
families constitute three fourths of the pop- 
ulation of the state,people of color excepted, 
as is believed by men of information {When 
we came to this place, we found a number 
of French Bibles aud Testaments had 
been sent there for distribution, gratis; 
and had been on hand sometime. They 
are now all disposed of. and repeated in- 
quiries are made for those books by the 
Catholies. I happened in at Mr. Stack- 
house’s store a short time since. Dur- 
ing my stay, which was short, five or six 
persons came in, inquiring for the Bible 
in the Freneh language. The present is 
certainly a new and interesting era in 
the history of New Orleans. Mr. Stack- 
house informs me, that if he had 50 Bibles, 
he couki dispose of them at once to the 
Catholics. 

“We cxpect to leave this place soon, 
and proceed on our way to Georgia 
through the Creck nation. We hope to 
arrive home early in the month of July.’ 


BIBLE SOCIETY OF NASSAU HALL 


‘Vitis Society lately held its semi-annual 
meeting, when the following gentiemen 
vere chosen officers; viz. 

Livers J. F. Hexrixetox, Pres. 

Wiiuiam Buarrn, 27--. 2m, 

_ aaron > Pice #'res. 

Tiunry R. Ween, § 

Isaac W. Prater, Sec. 

Taowas M. Srvarr, Treas. 

‘Ywelve other other gentlemen wer< 
chosen managers. 

The Board of Dircetors of this Society 
have determined “to make the navy of 
U. S. 8 are objeet in the distri- 
bution of Bibles,” and have transmitted 
seventy-five Bibles to be’ distributed 


among the sailors of Commodore Deeatar’s 
squadron at New Loudon, with a suitable 
lettey addressed to the Commorore, 
‘mach Gen. Huntington of New-Lan- 


thy 


Bible Society of Nassau Haii, 287 


don. The following letter from the 
latter gentleman, enclosing the answer ot 
Com. Decatur, we lay betore our readers 
with pleasure. 


“New-London, July 26th, 1815. 

“Gentlemen—Circumstauces preveut- 
ing a personal attendance, the contents 
ef your letter of the 16th inst. was com- 
municated to Commodore Decatur, 
who is with his squadron seven miles 
above the town. His answer follows: 

‘U. S. 8. United Staies, 
July 22d, 1813. 

“Dear Sir—t have this moment reeciy- 
ed your letter containing the resolution 
of “The Board of Directors of the Bible 
Society of Nassau Hall.” You will have 
the goodness to express to them tie 
grateful sense I, in common with the offi- 
cers of the navy, entertain of their hav- 
ing made “the navy of the U. States a 
particular object in the distributioa of 
their Bibles;” my thanks for the liberal 
supply which they have proposed for the 
squadron under my command, and to as- 
sure them of my most éordial co-operation 
in effectuating their highly laudable de- 
sign. The light in which the Board have 
considered me personally is the more fiat- 
tering from the opinion [| entertain of iis 
source, and you will oblige me by making 
to them my warmest ‘acknow ledgments 
of their condeseension and goodness. 

ITam,&e. STEPHEN DECATUR 
General Huntington.’ 

“It will gratify me to be of any service 
to you. I devoutly pray you may be 
owned and blessed of the great Head of 
the church. I intreat an interest in your 
prayers; and remam with the sincerest 
affection and respect, yours Xe. 

JED. HUNTINGTON 

Messrs. Leverett J. F. Huntington, 
William Blur, and Henry Carrington.” 

The society respectiu ly solicit the pa’ - 
ronage of the frieuds of the navy. 


FOREIGN MISSION SOCTETIER, 


Tue Foreign Mission Society of the Fa; 

tern istrict of New Haven County 
(Conn.) held their annual meeting at 
Wallingford, May 26,1815. ‘The ; ‘anual 
sermon was preached by the Rey. David 
Smith of Durham. The former officers 
were appointed. See Panoplist for Nov. 

1812, p. 286. Agents were also appoiut- 
ed to solicit and reeeive donations in the 
several ecclesiastical societies. Females 
are entitled to a large share of praise for 
their benevolence and zealin the mission- 
ary cause. God bestows on them peculiar 
honor in exeiting their active exertions, 
and making them the means of conveying 
instruction to the poor heathen. 
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238 Donations to Foreign Missions. SzepT. 


A Foreign Mission Society is formed 
for Windham County, (Con.) the annual 
meeting of which will bs held next mouth, 


DONATIONS TO FOREIGN MIS- 
SIONS. 


Berore the insertion of new donations, 
the iollowing errors of the press in the 
list publehed in our last number are to 
be corrected. From the Female Cent 
Society in Falmouth instead of $20 read 
$21. In the sums reeeived from Mr. 
Gallaudet instead of $3 75 carry out §} 
72. Ths footing will then be $423 87. The 
following donations have been received 
since our last: viz. 
Aug. 31. From the Foreign 

Siission Society of New 

Haven and the Vicinity, by 

Mr. Timothy Dwight,” juan. 

the Treasurer, $24 00 
From the Foreign Mission So- 

cieties, (one of the ladies, 

the other of the geatlemen) 

of Newark (N. J.) by Me. 

William Wallace, Treasurer 


of the latter, 376 75 
In aletter with the Salem post 
mark, aud in a lady’s hand, 10 00 


From the Pittsfield Female 
Charitable Society, by Miss 
Nancy Hinsdale, the Trcas- 
urer, 55 00 
—_—--- ——_~/ 
$165 75 
The foregoing donations came into the 
Treasurer’s annual accounts, which were 
closed on the last of August. The follow- 
ing have been received since; viz. 
Sept. 10. From indiv.duals in 
Bath, (N. H.) and the Vi- 
cinity, by the Rev. David 
Sutherland;* viz. towards 
repairing the Serampore 
loss, F172 OO 
For Missions, 5 VO0—--177 00 





Carried forward $177 00 


* The following letter enclosed these 
donations; viz. 


** Bath, ( N. H_) Aug. 17, 1813. 

‘Dear Sir, 
Vir. VM. will deliver $177 into your hands 
ta be appropriated, ( with the exception 
of $5, which you will please to add to 
the funds of Foreign Missions, ) towards 
repairing the loss sustained by fire at 
Serimpore. The items are as foilows: 
From an cbscure female, who 

kept the money for many 

years watting for a profer 


Brought forward $177 00 
14. From the Female For- 
eign Missionary Society of 
Wethersfield, (Con.) by 
Miss Nancy Marsh the 

Treasurer, 59 
15. From the Rev. David H. 
Williston, of Tunbridge, 


(Vt.) by the Rev. Dr. Ly- 


he | 


Or 


many $50 00 
From Mr. Josiah 

Warner, Ambherst, 

( Mass.) 50 00 


From the Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society of 
Northampton and the 
neighboring towns, 263 00 

From Mrs. Lois Par- 
tridge of Hatfield, 2 95—~--370 95 

16. ‘The collection after 
the annual sermon 
by the Rev. Dr. 
Dwigit, viz. towards 
the translations, tT 136 00 

——ior Missions anid 
without lunitation, 55% 06 

17. Sentin as part oi the 
above collection, to- 


wards translations, 1 47—--501 33 
From the Rev. James Rich- 

ards, Newark (N. J.) 31 00 
From the Rey. Dr. Payson, of 

Rindge, (N. H.) 3 09 


~From Mr. William Barker, 
Rindge, by the Rey. Dr. 
Payson, 813 
From the Hon. Elias Boudinot, 
Burlington, (N. J.) a mem- 





Carricd forward $1,149 36 


occasion to bestaw it upon 

a religious object, $109 09 
From an aged woman in Bar- 

net (Vt. ) being the avails 

of asmuil dairy the past 

year, 50 O00 
From the same, being the 

avails of the sale of two su- 

perfluous garments, 10 00 
From the Cent Society in 

this place being half their 

annual subscription, 11 09 
My own donation, the sum 

utherto expended in ar- 

dent spirits in the fumily, 


but now totally discontinued, 5 00 
rom a woman in extreme in- 
di rence, 1 00 


$177 ov 
Yours respectfully, 
Davin Sorwertann.” 
~ Among the contributions designated 
for translations, one paper contained As? 
and andiher 850. 
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Brought forward $1,145 36 
ber of the Board, a bill of 
exchange on London for 
{100 sterling, which at the 
present rate of exchange, 
(14 per cent discount) is 
equivalent to, 382 22 
—_———ee 


$1,527 58 


ORDINATIONS., 


Onparvrp,on the 15th. inst. the Reév. 
{Isaac Hur», as pastor of the first church 
in Lynn. Sermon by the Rev. Dr. Osgood, 
from Acts xXiv, 25. 

On the 20th of May last, at Westfield, 
the Rev. Harvey Coe as an evangelist, 
with a particular view to his being em- 
ployed 2s a missionary. Sermon by the 
Rev. Joun Keep, from Ps. }. 2. 


LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 
NEW WORKS. 


Aw Oration delivered on the 5th of July, 
i813, in the north church in Salem, in 
vommemoration of American Indepen- 
cence. By Benjamin R. Nichols. Salem; 
Joshua Cushing. pp. 24. 

An Historical Sketch of the origin, prog- 
ress, and present state of the College of 
Physicians aud Surgeons of the University 
ot the state of New York. New York; C. 
S. Van Winkle. 1813. pp. 52. 

Catalogue of the members of the ,;Con- 
necticut Alpha ofthe ®BK. Published by 
order ofthe Society. New Haven; Oli- 
ver Steele. 1813. ~ 

A Masonie address delivered at Wiseas- 
set before the officers and members of the 
Lincotn Lodge, on the festival of St. John 
the Baptist, June 24, A. L. 5818. By 
Freeman Parker, A. M. Chaplaiv of Lin- 
coln Lodge, aud Minister in the town of 
Dresden. Hallowell; N. Cheever, 1813. 

A- Sermon preached at Litchfield, 
(Con.) before the Foreign Mission Soei- 
ety of Litchfield County, at their annual 
meeting. Keb, 10, 1813. By Bennet Ty- 


ler. A.M. Pastor of a church in South- 
bury. New Haven; Eli Hudson. 

Minutes of the General Association of 
Connectieut, June, 1813. Hartford; P. 
B. Gleason and Co. 

A Sermon delivered before the Maine 
Missionary Society, at their sixth anni- 
versarv, in North Yarmouth, June 23,. 
1813. By Kiah Bayley, Pastor of the 
church in Newcastle, (Me.) Hallowell; 
N. Cheever. 

Christian Economy: A Sermon, deliv+ 
ered before the Massachusetts Missiona- 
ry Society at their fourteenth annual 
meeting, in Boston, May 25, 1813, by 
Joseph Emerson, pastor of the third Con- 
gregational Church in Beverly. Boston; 
Samuel T. Armstrovg. 1815. 

A Discourse delivered at Bath, May 
lith, 1813, before the Society for dis- 
countenancing and suppressing Public 
Vices. By Jesse Appleton, D. D. Presi- 
dent of Bowdoin College. Boston; Print- 
ed for the Society. 1815. 

A Collection of Sermons, which have 
been preached on Various Subjects, and 
published at various trues. By Nathanael 
Emmons, D. D. Pastor of the Church in 
Franklin. Volume lll. Boston; Samuel 
T. Armstrong, 1813. Volume the /rs¢ 
will be reprinted shortly. 


WORKS PROPOSED AND IN PRESS. 


Tue Rev. Gardiner Spring, Pastor of the 
Brick Presbyterian Chureh in the City of 
New York, proposes to publish by sub- 
scription, Essays on the distinguishing 
traits of Christian Character. $vo..pp. 
300. 2. 

Christian Psalmody, by the Rev. Sam- 
uel Worcester, D. D.is going soon to press. 

The Explanation of the Symbolica! 
Types and Figures of the Holy Seriptures, 
by Aaron Kinne, will also soon be in press. 

“A new edition of Park Street Lectures. 
by the Rev. Dr. Griffin, will be out in « 
mouth. 

A new edition of Smith on the Pronhe- 
cies, enlarged and amended, will be r wh 
lished shortly. The four last by Samuel "t. 
Armstroug. 


OBITUARY. 


Diry, at Salem, Maj. Gen. Sreeven Ax- 
80T, aged 64. 
_At Weston, on the 11th ult. Mr. Tsaac 
Fisk, a graduate of Brown University. 
At Scituate, Mrs. Esrurn THompson, 
aged 99, relict of the late Rey. Mr. Thomp- 
Son of that place. 


At Bradford, on the 5th ult. the Rev 
EBENEZER Durcn, aged 62. 

On the 7th ult. the following persons 
were killed by lightning; viz. Mir. Cuaries 
E.LuMgs, of Scituate, aged 41; Mrs. Man 
E.aron, of Newburyport, aged 36; and « 
Mrs. Orcutt, of Weymouth, aged 41. 
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340 To Putrons...L0 Correspondents. 


TO PATRONS. 


Weare happy to find, that the great ma- 
jority of our subseribers, who have expres- 
sed an opinion on the subject, (and many 
have alone so,) are gratified with the plan 
of having the current volume close with 
ihe mouth of December next. 
lt has been satisfactorily ascertained, 
also, that many of our subseribers are de- 
sirous that the size and price of the Pano- 
plist should not be increased; though some 
have eagerly expressed a contrary opiuion. 
We seize the earliest opportunity, there- 
fere, of deelaring, that the price ‘and the 
number of pages of the ensuing volume 
will rot be mereased. Whether we shail 
be able to add to the size of the page, and 
present our readers with an inercase of 
matter at the same price, or not, must de- 
pend upon our subscription list for the next 
volume. Ifevery subseriber, who approves 
of our work, should exert himself to aug- 
meni the numb er of subseribers, we should 
cercuinly be able. Letit be remembered, 
however, that searcely asingle work, (with 
the exe “ption of ditterent editions of the 
Bible, which is happily beyond all compar- 
ison the cheapest book in the worid,) ha as 
been publisbe “T in this country at so ches 
a rate, accord ing to the quanticy of aster, 
as the Panoplisi in lis present form. 
Agents are re eq lested to give notice of 
the number of copies which they will want 
of the enstiing volume, so that the notice 
may reach us by the first of December. 
Phose subseribers who wish to discontinue 
their subseription, are respectfully urged 
to give notice of their intention, so that it 
gnay re ach us by the day 2bove-mentioned. 
Ali who do not give such notice will be 
considered as bound to take the ensuing 
volume, according to the invariable terms 
of the Panoplist, and of other similar pub- 
liesxtions. Nothing ean be more reasona- 
ble, than that every subser:ber should be 
Lound to take a volume printed e xpressly 
tor catia a his own request; and this is the 
«ase, according to the explicit and often 
repeated terms of the work, in relation to 
every subsertber who does not give the 
siipnlated potiee of his wish to discontinue 
his subseription. As comparatively few of 
or subseribers have hitherto discontinued 
their subseription, at the expiration of 
«ach volume, it is surely more reasonable 
that notice of discontinuance should be giv- 
en, thon that all other subscribers should 
be put to the trouble of giving express no- 
cee every year of their desire to continue 
subsertbers. 
Very considerable disappointments have 
Aately been experienced by our distant 
subseribers, in consequence of the numbers 
having been delayed. We very sincerely 
ae gret . this delay; but must state, in justice 


to ourselves, that it has been Owing sally 

to the neglect of stage-owners and others, 
to whom bundles have been committed for 
transportatton. Disappointments of this 
kind have been experienced, more or less, 
in relation to every long continued enter- 
prise of man; and though ever so much re- 
gretted, can never be : altogether avoided, 
but must be oceasionally submitted to, as 
meident to all human affairs. While we 
stand clear of blame as to the delay above 
referred to, yet we admit, that our work 
has been sometimes a day or two later 
than the time fixed upon for its issuing 
from the press; but delays of this sort 
have been occasioned either by sickness, 
or some other cause which could not be 
provided against. 

In making this statement, we do not ask 
for any indulgence in any voluntary neg- 
lect. On the contr ary, we assure our pat- 
rons and subseribers, ‘that all practicable 
diligence shall be applied to the seasonable 
publication, and the sefe deliver ry, Of the 
work to order; and that every facility 
which we can furnish, shall be furnished, if 
insure the safe and speedy transmission of 
the numbers to our distant subseribers. 

As the numerous embarrassients, occa- 
sioned by the present war,. tend to dimin- 
ish the patronage of literary, and religious 
works, we take this opportunity to ask 
our friends, if the times do not require n- 
creased efforts to support all laudable and 
benevolent undertakings; and among them 
a publication, which is pretty extensively 
read, and which aims to promote the 
present and future welfare of mankind. 

To the steady, punctual, subseribers, 
who have psc eat our work hitherto, 
we return thanks; and express a hope, 
that, with the blessing of Providence, the 
tenth volume will be tound net less worthy 
of their patronage, than any of its prede- 
cessors. To those who have written for 
our pages we owe more than thanks, though 
thanks are all we have to bestow. ‘T hey 
will enjoy the satisfaction of having labor ed 
in some degree suceessfuily in the cause of 
Christ and their fellow ereatures. We re 
speetfully solieit a continuance of their 
favors, and invite all, who have the talent 
of writing for the public, to lend us their 


aid. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


We have received a second communication 
from Betu, urging the insertion of the 
first. The writer had not seen, we va 
sume, the communication of ALrHa,* 
the same subject, in our number for Me 
gust, part II. With that commmnication 
he will probably be satisfied. His wanv- 
seript is at his disposal 





